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Dear readers,
The International Trade Centre (ITC) Tajikistan team
wishes you a prosperous and a flourishing New Year!
We hope you will step into 2019 with aspirations and
aims that will bring you a successful and cheerful year.
We also hope you had as memorable 2018 as we did!
The outgoing year was full of notable achievements
and landmark events for us. This year, we launched
the Global Textiles and Clothing Programme (GTEX) in
Tajikistan, visited neighboring Uzbekistan and
participated in five international trade fairs in major
business cities including Moscow, Istanbul, and
Shanghai. This year, our associates established around
1,500 new business connections taking the export of
textiles and clothing from Tajikistan to a new, more
professional and productive level.
I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our
partners from government agencies and the private
sector. I would also like to extend my thanks to the
Government of Switzerland, to whom we owe the
success of our projects during the past decade.
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Last, but not least, remember to like us on Facebook
in order to keep up-to-date with our latest
developments.

ITC Stocktakes the Year
In the issue:
Attending Shanghai EXPO

Saidmumin Kamolov,
ITC Tajikistan
National Programme Manager

This year, the International Trade Centre (ITC) launched
the Global Textiles and Clothing Programme (GTEX),
aiming to boost textile and clothing exports from Tajikistan
to stimulate employment and income generation along the
textile and clothing value chain. Tajikistan is one of the five
countries selected to be part of this new four-year
initiative, financed by the Government of Switzerland.
The role and contribution of ITC for the textile and clothing
sector of Tajikistan, as well as the results of the initial year
of GTEX were discussed at the Project Steering Committee
(PSC) meeting held on 30 November, in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan.
Mr. Zavqi Zavqizoda, First Deputy,
MEDT, Tajikistan: “Our partners from
the Government of Switzerland and ITC
assist us in achieving one of Tajikistan’s
key strategic priorities shifting from agro-industrial
to an industrial-agriculture based economy. I’d like
to thank ITC and our Swiss friends for the assistance
that they provide and we hope that this fruitful
cooperation will continue in the future”.

Ms. Malika Ibrohimova, National
Program Officer, SECO:
“Switzerland supports Tajikistan
through ITC in facilitating a conducive business
environment in foreign trade, strengthening
capacities of the local textile and garment industry
specialists and helping local trade support
institutions. All these are prerequisites for successful
competition in the highly demanding global garment
market, export growth and for the prosperous
Tajikistan”.
Mr. Ilhom Mirzoev, Director, “Vahdat”:
“With ITC assistance we were able to
keep the image of Tajikistan as a
source of high quality textile and clothing
products in the region. From the international fairs
we returned with profitable contracts and a lot of
useful experience. ITC also supports us in many other
ways, such as the provision of consultations,
trainings, and the establishment of new business
contacts”.
Mr. Rustam Shadibekov, “ACT
Development Group” Managing
Director: “We had a great year
cooperating with ITC on the new GTEX
project, including preparing partner textile &
clothing companies to participate at international
fairs and a study tour under the ITC project, from
which we gained huge experience and benefits for
our company too. These visits allowed us to
establish new business contacts, expand our service
portfolio, and extend our client database”.

The PSC consists of representatives from Tajikistan’s
relevant ministries, agencies, private sector, academia, the
donor (Government of Switzerland), and ITC. The
Committee’s primary functions are to ensure transparency
in implementation and that the project’s outputs respond
to the country’s priorities.
In the initial year of the new programme, ITC achieved
notable results. ITC support has allowed Tajik textile and
clothing companies to enter new foreign markets and
become more competitive in regional markets. In 2018, ITC
took Tajik companies to five international fairs and one
study tour abroad, where each visit ended with
establishing new business contacts and partnerships with
foreign companies and signing contracts to export textile
and clothing products and import modern equipment and
needed accessories. ITC has enabled local trade support
institutions in improving their services, and assisted
universities in launching cooperation with foreign
educational institutions. The Union of the Private Sector
Development of Tajikistan was supported to strengthen
their institutional capacities and to shift their focus to the
textile and clothing sector.
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Tajikistan enterprises for the first time joined hundreds of
companies worldwide to showcase their products and services
at the China International Import Expo (CIIE), the world’s first
professional and international import expo and trade fair.

“Faizi Istiqlol - 2011”

CIIE, held in Shanghai on 5-10 November 2018, was a highlevel initiative of the Government of China and gathered
government officials, development partners, business
communities, and exhibitors from more than 100 countries.
The Expo attracted 150,000 professional buyers from China,
the second largest consumer and importing country in the
world, and other countries. CIIE therefore represented a
unique opportunity for Tajik textile and clothing business
leaders to explore the Chinese market and initiate business
contacts with Chinese buyers.

“Ortex”

In Shanghai, the ITC-supported companies showcased their
products, established new contacts with potential business
partners and explored how to tap into the Chinese market.
Tajik companies signed preliminary sales agreements for
approximately US$820,000. “Ortex” signed contracts for
purchasing fabrics, chemicals and dyes.
Commenting on the initiative, ITC Executive Director Ms.
Arancha González said: ‘ITC is proud to partner with China
for the first edition of CIIE, which offers a new arena for
South-South trade, cooperation and dialogue. For the
companies we supported to attend, the event provided a
unique opportunity to tap into the huge potential offered by
the Chinese market. For developing and least developed
countries, the CIIE was an opportunity to be exposed to new
export markets and increase their competitiveness through
trade.’
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The International Trade Centre, supported by the Government of Switzerland, aims to increase the export
competitiveness of the Tajik textile and clothing sector by supporting sector companies, and relevant trade
support institutions from both public and private sectors.

This year Switzerland celebrates the 20th anniversary of the Swiss Cooperation Office in Dushanbe. Within the
framework of a comprehensive cooperation and development program, Switzerland has supported the people
and the government of Tajikistan in reforming the health, water and natural resource management sectors, in
increasing access to justice and in facilitating the country’s transition towards a market economy. Switzerland
invests approximately US$ 20 million per year in projects implemented in all parts of Tajikistan.

“The ITC GTEX programme supports ITMA 2019 and
encourages enterprises to visit the event to get a
world overview of the latest T&C technology”
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