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SECO and ITC will continue supporting Tajikistan in post WTO accession period 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the final step of Tajikistan’s WTO accession after bilateral and 

multilateral negotiations lasted for more than ten years. Now, the Parliament of 

Tajikistan has until 7 June 2013 to ratify it and then the country will become a 

fully-fledged member 30 days after it notifies the WTO of the ratification. From 

the date of accession, Tajikistan has committed to apply WTO provisions 

uniformly throughout its entire territory.  
 

Mr. Sharif Rahimzoda, Tajik Minister of Economic Development and Trade, the 

key agency involved in the WTO negotiation process, says “WTO membership will 

allow our country to integrate into the world economy and the global trading system with 

confidence, and provide an open, transparent and non-discriminatory environment for 

internal and external trade. I believe that as a WTO member, we will benefit more from using trade as an instrument for our 

development and growth”.   
 

The path to WTO membership was long and full of challenges, and began with Tajikistan’s application for WTO 

membership on 29 May 2001. The Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) provided technical assistance from 

the very beginning of Tajikistan’s application procedure in 2001. For many years, SECO was the only donor active in this 

field in the country and it has invested around 3 million Swiss francs in its support of Tajikistan’s WTO accession.  
 

Minister Rahimzoda says: “The key foreign partner in this process was the Swiss 

State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO). Since our first steps towards WTO 

membership, SECO has supported the capacity building of our agencies involved in 

WTO negotiations, and helped involve some of the best international experts, among 

them many former negotiators from countries already acceded to WTO, whose 

experience and knowledge has been vital in our negotiation process and the conforming 

of our legislation to WTO requirements. I would like to take the opportunity to express 

our sincere gratitude to SECO and to the experts from the various organizations 

financed by SECO that have provided us with technical assistance, such as UNITAR, 

The IDEAS center in Geneva and the International Trade Centre (ITC). The assistance 

we have received has strengthened our negotiation capacities and helped us to bring our trade regime into conformity with WTO rules”.  
 

Mr. Hans-Peter Egler, Head Trade Promotion, Division of Cooperation and Development at SECO says that SECO will 

continue to provide assistance to Tajikistan in the implementation of WTO provisions (services, TBT and SPS) and other 

issues regarding the post accession process. He says: “SECO is currently funding the Trade Cooperation Programme (TCP) in 

Tajikistan. The overall objective of the programme is to contribute to the implementation of complex domestic reforms that will allow 

Tajikistan to fully apply the WTO provisions accepted during its negotiation process”. 
 

In the framework of this programme SECO supports two projects run by the 

International Trade Centre (ITC) aimed at assisting Tajikistan in WTO accession. 

These projects focus on the agro industrial product, textile, financial, 

telecommunications, transport, and energy services sectors and are 

implemented in close collaboration with the Ministry of Economic Development 

and Trade of Tajikistan, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, selected 

business associations and service providers. 

TRADE PROMOTION PROGRAMME IN TAJIKISTAN 
 

The General Council of the World Trade Organization (WTO) approved the accession of Tajikistan as a WTO member 
after all members adopted Tajikistan’s accession package on 11 December, 2012 in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the global international 
organization dealing with the rules of trade between nations whose goal 
is to help producers of goods and services, exporters, and importers 
conduct their business. The organization has 157 members and 27 more 
governments, including Tajikistan, have applied to accede to the WTO, 
which are at different stages of the process. 

Radio Ozodi’s Special Video 
Interviews with: 
 
Mr. Saidrahmon Nazriev, Deputy 
Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade of the 
Republic of Tajikistan 
 
Mr. Nicolas Guigas, SECO 
Deputy Country Director in 
Tajikistan 
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A Tajik delegation visited Thailand 

The representatives of the National Notification Authority (NNA) and National 

Enquiry Points (NEPs) for TBT and SPS, the Association of Exporters of 

Tajikistan, as well as the ITC national trainers on TBT and SPS and ITC project 

team members, in total 7 people, were provided with on-the-job training on 

actual operations, best practices and management techniques of  NNA and 

NEPs for TBT and SPS and private bodies dealing with dissemination of 

information on current and proposed standards, technical regulations, 

conformity assessment procedures and SPS measures. 
 

Mr. Shyam Kumar Gujadhur, ITC International Consultant on TBT and SPS, 

says, the study tour aimed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the 

operations of the NNA and NEPs for TBT and SPS and enhance the capability 

of private organizations, working in partnership with these bodies, to fulfill 

their obligations under the transparency provisions of the WTO Agreements on 

TBT and SPS. Mr. Gujadhur says, “The delegation visited the Thai Industrial 

Standards Institute (NNA for TBT and NEP for industrial products), the National 

Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (NNA for SPS, NEP for TBT 

for food and agricultural products, NEP for SPS for food and agricultural products) 

and some private bodies dealing with dissemination of information on current and 

proposed standards, technical regulations, conformity assessment procedures and SPS 

measures”.  
 

Thailand was chosen due to the fact that its NNA and NEPs are fully 

operational, their structure is a good model and they already have experience 

in hosting similar training programmes. Thai officials demonstrated and 

explained to the visitors their daily practices, i.e. how to make notifications, to 

track notifications from other WTO Members, to answer enquiries, etc.  

WTO Agreement on TBT: In the context of business 

The International Trade Centre (ITC) brought together the representatives of Tajik textile and clothing companies, large 

enterprises of other sectors, as well as representatives of entities dealing with standardization and conformity assessment in 

six cities of the country to improve the understanding and skills of Tajikistan private sector business on the benefits, 

challenges and business implications of the country’s WTO membership. The workshops were held under the ITC project 

“Implementation of WTO provisions and business awareness of WTO Accession” funded by SECO.  
 

Mr. Edil Kalashev, ITC International Consultant on TBT, says the workshops will help the Tajik private sector to gain 

knowledge on WTO rules and ways to develop the skills needed to access foreign markets after Tajikistan’s accession to 

WTO. He adds: “The workshops aimed to increase the understanding of the private sector in the agro-industrial and textile sectors on 

WTO measures to stimulate free and fair trade at the international level and to minimize technical barriers, which can restrict trade. 

These steps are officially included in the WTO Agreement on technical barriers to trade (TBT) and were the main topic for discussion in 

the workshops”. 

Representatives of relevant ministries and agencies dealing with issues related to the WTO Agreements on sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures (SPS) and technical barriers to trade (TBT) visited Thailand to acquaint themselves with 
the activities and experience of Thai SPS and TBT related bodies from 26 October to 4 November, 2012. 

A series of six one-day workshops on raising Tajik business awareness on WTO were conducted from November 21 to 
December 04, 2012 in Dushanbe, Khujand, Kulob, Qurghonteppa, Istaravshan and Hisor. 



Assisting Tajikistan in WTO accession 

The events brought together the representatives of all relevant ministries, agencies, international organizations and the 

private sector to learn about the financial sector reforms, the financial services related commitments, as well as the 

experiences of other countries in relation to the WTO accession process. A group of WTO, ITC and IMF experts shared their 

knowledge and experience in WTO accession and financial services with the participants.  

“Making the Most of WTO Accession: Financial Services 

Negotiations and Liberalization” learning programme 

was held on 16 October, 2012 at the Ministry of Economic 

Development and Trade of Tajikistan.  
 

Mr. Juan Marchetti from the WTO told the event 

participants about the benefits a country gains from 

liberalization and pro-competitive financial sector reforms 

through improved access to credit, more efficient and 

reliable services and expertise.  
 

He said, “We illustrated the concerns put forward in other 

countries while going through such liberalization together with 

the measures eventually adopted and their impact. We also 

focused on the WTO accession process in relation to financial 

services, as well as on the commitments from recently acceded 

countries”.  
 

He also explained how commitments on Financial Services 

are negotiated and structured during the WTO accession 

process. The Ukraine’s accession experience on financial 

services negotiations and commitments was shared by an 

expert from the Ukraine. Public-private consultation on the 

WTO accession negotiations and the financial services 

commitments also took place during the meeting.   

 

“Getting prepared for competitive financial services: 

International regulations and practices” was the theme of 

the second seminar conducted on 17 October 2012 at the 

National Bank of Tajikistan.  
 

The second seminar focused on the implications for financial 

services providers stemming from the General Agreement on 

Trade in Services (GATS) of the WTO. Illustrations of how 

these provisions have been implemented by WTO members 

while liberalizing their financial services, and the benefits 

and the challenges faced while doing so, were also shared 

with the participants. Mr. Ari Aisen, IMF Resident 

Representative, described the salient feature of the Tajik 

financial sector, the evolution of the performance of the Tajik 

banking system overtime, and the diagnostic explaining why 

the system is in its current stage and policies to reform the 

system so it can play a more prominent role in the Tajik 

economy.  
 

Mr. Carlo Cattani, ITC Consultant said, “We focused on the 

ideal structure that should be put in place to provide effective Trade 

Finance services drawing from what is being done in other 

countries where these services are very effective. The main tools and 

financial products for export and import and what they require in 

terms of reforms and upgrade in laws, regulations and structures 

were reviewed”. 
Developing trade information and business advocacy services 

Participants gained a better understanding of the issues that are currently relevant in the concluding phase of WTO 

accession. They improved their skills in researching market opportunities through the use of ITC’s trade analysis tools and 

trade information resources. The workshop was led by Ms. Famke Schaap, ITC Business and Trade Policy Adviser and Ms. 

Medea Metreveli, ITC Trade Information Services Associate Adviser. Ms. Schaap mentioned: “With WTO Membership and 

the on-going regional integration efforts, Tajikistan is becoming increasingly integrated into the world trading system. Businesses want 

to be informed and represented, influence on-going reforms at home, or abroad and –ultimately- harvest the benefits”. 
 

Benefits and challenges of WTO accession, lessons from other countries’ WTO accession process and membership, as 
well as competitive financial services negotiations and liberalization were the focus of two events scheduled for 
October 16th and 17th, 2012 in Dushanbe city. 

The staff and representatives of Tajik business associations, as well as the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Tajikistan participated in a two-day learning program on “Business services for WTO accession: Developing trade 
information and business advocacy services” conducted on December 04-05, 2012 in Dushanbe city. 



Our partners: “Haft Paykar” launches its official web-site 

The Fund, renowned in the Tajik clothing sector for its high-quality 

embroidered handicrafts, has launched its official web-store. “Haft Paykar”’s 

online home was created using the well-known blogging server – Wordpress 

platform at www.7paykar.wordpress.com.  
 

 The International Fund of Handcraftsmanship of Tajikistan “Haft Paykar” was 

created during the country’s independence, and has been working successfully 

for the past twenty years. Since then, the skilled hands of the “Haft Paykar” 

craftswomen have produced thousands of magnificent and brilliant products.  
 

“Haft Paikar” has become the brand essential to events and exhibitions both 

nationally and internationally. The head and owner of the fund Ms. Mukarrama Qayoumova is proud that the masterpieces 

of her women successfully represent Tajikistan in dozens of international fairs and festivals each year. For many years, 

“Haft Paykar” has organized Tajikistan’s most famous fashion event – “Diyori Husn” (“The land of charm”), the fashion 

and handicrafts festival held annually in Dushanbe city.  “Haft Paykar”’s historical and modern clothing lines are used at 

most Tajik national celebrations and public events. High-level guests are often greeted with “Haft Paykar” creations. 
 

In addition to the different types of embroidery and clothing, “Haft Paykar” promotes the skills and arts of all regions of 

Tajikistan and other Persian-speaking countries through the publication of books and catalogues, research and analyses of 

artwork. Ms. Qayuomova says “We are not only sewers, because sewing is only one small and narrow branch of the arts.  We are the 

creators of all types of arts of a lifestyle”. 
 

Ms. Qayoumova is happy to have a new and effective tool to show Tajiki art to the world – 

her website. She is sure that with this online opportunity they will contribute to the 

promotion of Tajiki embroidery and handicrafts among the younger generations and 

foreigners who are fond of Tajik culture. 
 

The “Haft Paykar” weblog was created under the Trade Promotion Programme in Tajikistan, 

implemented by the International Trade Centre and financed by SECO. Mr. Saidmumin 

Kamolov, National Manager of the Trade Promotion Program in Tajikistan, believes that this 

project is unique in its kind, as it combines both the official web-page and the official web-

store of the company. Mr. Kamolov says “This website opens new doors of opportunity for “Haft Paykar” to strengthen its presence 

in the market and in the foreseeable future to create new job opportunities for skilled women. Our aim was to provide the company with 

an official presence in the virtual world as well as the opportunity to offer its products and services online”. 
 

The website is in three languages – English, Tajiki and Russian and introduces its visitors to the company’s history and 

achievements, products and services, as well as the possibility to order products online. 
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The International Handcraftsmanship Fund - “Haft Paykar”, founded by the prominent Tajik fashion designer 
Mukarrama Qayoumova, now has its own home in cyber space. 
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