
Five Tajik spinning companies, “Hima Textile”, “Nekoo Khujand”, “Olim Textile”, 

“Spitamen Textiles”, and “Tenta Kulyab”, represented Tajikistan at the 10th Internation-

al Istanbul Yarn Fair from 29 May to 01 June 2013. 

The International Trade Centre (ITC) organized participation of the Tajik companies in 

this leading specialized exhibition with a large number of buyers and visitors from the 

region for the second year running. As last year, the 10th International Istanbul Yarn 

Fair was once again held in concurrence with ITM Texpo Eurasia 2013, 30th Interna-

tional Textile, Weaving, Spinning, Finishing, Knitting, Hosiery Machines, Related In-

dustries & Chemicals Fair; and Hightex 2013, 5th International Technical Textiles & 

Non-Woven Fair.  

Ms. Nargiza Abdumajidova, national programme associate from the International 

Trade Centre in Tajikistan, who accompanied and guided the Tajik delegation 

throughout the fair, believes that “The International Istanbul Yarn Fair is an ideal event for 

visitors and exhibitors from the yarn industry. Visitors get an overview of the options available 

and learn more about yarn product manufacturers and suppliers. It was an excellent opportuni-

ty for Tajik textile companies to show and promote their products to a wide range of buyers 

(sales agents, wholesalers and retailers) from Turkey and other countries. The Tajik companies 

gain access to new markets in Turkey – the world’s 3rd largest manufacturer”.  

Hosting more than 25,000 visitors from around 50 countries and about 400 exhibitors 

from different countries, the International Istanbul Yarn Fair acts as a meeting point for 

sector professionals. The exhibition displays cotton yarn, textile machinery, fabrics, 

animal yarn, textile pigment, clothing, textile products, fibres, yarns & threads and 

much more. Tajik participants believe that it opens up new opportunities for compa-

nies, which already export yarn to Turkey, as well as companies hoping to export their 

products.  

Mr. Khayyom Kulov from “HIMA Textile” says, “I believe that the exhibition is very use-

ful and beneficial for us. There is high demand for our product in the region and the fair gives 

us the perfect opportunity to establish direct business linkages and partnerships with potential 

clients and to diversify our orders. We also got a lot of useful information about modern equip-

ment and machinery, as well as lab equipment used in the textile industry”. 
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The International Trade Centre (ITC) projects in the Republic of Tajikistan: 
- The Trade Promotion Programme is designed to contribute to the sustainable 
expansion and diversification of SMEs’ exports in Tajikistan by increasing the 
competitiveness of the textile and clothing industry and improving the quality 
management infrastructure of the country. Phase III of the project started in 
September 2009 and will be concluded in September 2013. 
- Components One and Two of SECO’s Trade Cooperation Programme (TCP) in 
Tajikistan (2012-2015). The TCP’s overall objective is to contribute to the imple-
mentation of complex domestic reforms of Tajikistan to become a full member 
of the WTO as well as providing assistance in the post-WTO accession period.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Trade-Centre-in-Tajikistan/593300437351786


Trade promotion programmes result in 

higher-quality goods for global consump-

tion, more job opportunities for women 

and reduced poverty rates.  

The International Trade Centre’s (ITC) 

trade promotion programmes in Tajikistan 

have helped boost fruit and clothing pro-

duction, created jobs for women and re-

duced poverty levels, according to the 

country’s deputy minister of economic 

development. ITC’s partnership with the 

Tajik government in targeting the agro-

processing and textile sectors has resulted 

in increased exports of products that are 

competitive in global markets.  

Tajikistan exported more than 120,000 tons 

of dried fruit last year to Russia, other 

countries in the Commonwealth of Inde-

pendent States, and also, for the first time, 

European countries. Mr. Saidrahmon 

Nazriev, Deputy Minister of Economic 

Development and Trade, says that these 

are direct results of ITC’s trade promotion 

programmes targeting the country’s agro-

processing sector. ITC is also working with 

the Tajik government to develop the coun-

try’s textile and clothing sector to produce 

higher-quality garments made with natural 

fabrics for both local consumption and 

export. ITC is currently the only organiza-

tion working in the sector. With ITC’s as-

sistance, the sector’s production capacity 

improved by 28% last year and exports 

increased by 2.7%, according to the minis-

ter. Development of the textile industry 

resulted in more job opportunities for 

women, who represent 70% of employees, 

and was a factor in reducing poverty rates 

in the country. 

The Tajik government began working 

with ITC in 2002 to target sectors for de-

velopment. Projects are financed by 

Switzerland’s State Secretariat for Econom-

ic Affairs (SECO). Mr. Nazriev says sector 

success in his country is a result of the close 

collaboration between his ministry, sector 

stakeholders and ITC’s involvement early 

on in the needs-assessment and project-

design stage, which ensures that the trade-

related support is aligned with the national 

development agenda and is owned by its 

beneficiaries.  

Watch an interview with Mr. Nazriev to 

learn more about the results of ITC’s tech-

nical assistance in Tajikistan.  

Source: www.intracen.org   

ITC ASSISTANCE IN TAJIKISTAN BOOSTS TEXTILES AND CLOTHING EXPORTS 

The activities, achievements and 

challenges, as well as future plans 

of ITC projects in Tajikistan were 

discussed at the Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting held on 24 May in Du-

shanbe. 

The PSC was established to support the projects’ activities; ensure transparency in 

implementation; ensure that the projects’ outputs respond to the country’s priori-

ties, etc. The PSC consists of representatives from the relevant ministries and state 

agencies, SECO, ITC and the private sector.  

Mr. Saidrahmon Nazriev, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, 

considers that implementation of the projects, so far, has been very successful. He 

highlighted the projects’ contributions to Tajikistan’s accession to the WTO. He 

said: “We highly appreciate the assistance and efforts of our partners from SECO and ITC in the process of our accession to WTO, raising the 

business sector’s awareness of WTO accession challenges and benefits, and the development of Tajikistan’s textile and clothing sector”. 

According to Mr. Armen Zargaryan, ITC Regional Trade Promotion Adviser, important aspects of the projects’ activity outcomes in 

2012 were: the participation of Tajik textile and clothing enterprises in the international trade fairs in Istanbul and Moscow; a TBT 

study tour by a Tajik delegation to Thailand; assistance to the Tajik delegation in their participation in WTO accession negotiations 

in Geneva; conducting a series of workshops and trainings to raise awareness of the local business sector on WTO accession.   

According to Mr. Bakhtiyor Muhiddinov, Export Manager of “Nekoo Khujand”, collaboration with ITC contributed to strengthen-

ing the company’s presence in foreign markets and raising the level of its competitiveness. Ms. Mukarrama Qayoumova, the promi-

nent Tajik fashion designer and founder of the International Handcraftsmanship Fund – “Haft Paykar”, expressed her gratitude for 

the assistance she received to create the Haft Paykar’s website. She gave several examples of orders received by the clients from 

different parts of the world thanks to this new online presence. 

During the PSC meeting, participants were introduced to the new phase of the Trade Promotion Programme in Tajikistan, which is 

expected to start in July 2013 and run for 3 years. 

STEPS TOWARDS SUCCESS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHmded7_wwI
http://www.intracen.org


The International Trade Centre and the Swiss Cooperation Office 

in Tajikistan initiated meetings with Tajik textile and clothing 

stakeholders to share the results of the External Evaluation of the 

Trade Promotion Programme, Phase III (2009-2012) conducted by 

independent external auditors and discuss the vision of the new 

phase, its main components and activities, etc.  

Two consecutive meetings were conducted in Dushanbe on 04 

April and in Khujand on 05 April 2013. Mr. Saidmumin Ka-

molov, ITC national project manager, shared the results of the 

project’s external evaluation with the meeting participants. He 

said: “All stakeholders recognize the fact that a considerable leap in 

export development has been achieved through the project’s activities. 

Tajik companies were assisted in strengthening their presence in local 

and foreign markets, to enter new international markets, as well as to 

improve their services and the quality of their products. On average, the 

pilot companies have increased their exports by 366.6% since the begin-

ning of the project. The participating enterprises obtained practical 

assistance and the capabilities of business support providers increased 

substantially”. 

The high level Tajik company representatives were please to hear 

from Ms. Malika Ibrohimova, SECO National Program Officer 

for Economic Affairs, that the decision had been made to extend 

the project with continued focus on textiles and clothing, includ-

ing clothing related handcraft  sectors. She said the new phase 

will be designed to run until 2016 in close consultation with all 

stakeholders, including the relevant ministries and private sector 

representatives. The related national strategic documents will be 

taken into consideration, while designing the new project. She 

said: “Some recommendations were made by the external evaluators to 

increase the effectiveness of the project and its sustainability while de-

veloping an exit strategy. Among them is to focuson the committed 

companies to further guide them and to share their experiences with 

other companies. New audiovisual learning tools, and short term study 

programmes should be developed and used for the sector’s top manage-

ment”.  

The meeting participants were briefed on the components and 

activities of the next phase. The issue of access to finance, which 

is a serious challenge for the companies, was also discussed at 

the meeting.  

The representatives of the International Finance Corporation 

(IFC), Ms. Tahmina Nurova and Mr. Firdaws Sadykov, also pre-

sented their project on Corporate Governance in Tajikistan. 

NEW PHASE OF THE TRADE PROMOTION 
PROGRAMME IN TAJIKISTAN DISCUSSED 
WITH BENEFICIARIES 

ITC SPONSORED “INTERLEGPROM-2013” 
INTERNATIONAL FAIR IN DUSHANBE 

The International Trade Centre was one of two general spon-

sors of the 7th International trade fair “Interlegprom-2013”. 

According to preliminary calculations, more than 15,000 

people visited the fair. 

The 7th international fair of the light and textile industries 

“Interlegprom-2013” was conducted in Dushanbe from 6th  

to 8th June 2013. The event was organized by the Chamber of 

Commerce and Trade of Tajikistan with official support 

from the Government of Tajikistan. The exhibition featured a 

wide variety of products: fabrics, carpets and rugs, shoes, 

clothes, lingerie, hosiery, children's goods, hats, home and 

technical textiles, accessories, yarn, raw materials, handicraft 

products, etc. It aimed to support the sustainable growth 

and export diversification of small and medium sized enter-

prises in Tajikistan through increasing competitiveness of 

the textile and garment industry, as well as improving the 

product quality management infrastructure in the country. 

- “During the seven years of its existence the “InterLegProm” fair 

has established itself as one of the most significant and large scale 

business events in the textile and light industry, reflecting the 

situation in the domestic and foreign consumer markets” - said 

Larisa Kislyakova, Deputy Chairman of the Chamber of 

Commerce and Trade of Tajikistan, at the opening ceremo-

ny. She said the fair deserves its unique status based on its 

scale and significance. Every year, this event brings together 

businesses, not only from large regions of Tajikistan, but also 

from the countries abroad, both near and far. 

“InterLegProm has become an image event for many domestic and 

foreign enterprises of the sector, and demonstrates the level of de-

velopment of enterprises, their success in the market, as well as 

their competitive advantage,” - said Deputy Minister of Energy 

and Industry of Tajikistan Khairullo Mahmadulloyev. 

Tajikistan was represented by "Nassojjii Tojik," "Nafisa," 

"Umed," "Suman," "Atlasi Khujand," "Spitamen Textiles," 

“Nohid," "Qolinhoi Qairoqqum," who introduced their tex-

tile products, traditional souvenirs and clothing, carpets, 

hosiery, knitwear, yarn, etc. at the fair. 

Source: Tajik Chamber of Commerce and Trade 



TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

The first workshop was conducted on 2 

and 3 April 2013 and brought together 

government officials, mobile and internet 

providers, business associations, interna-

tional organizations, as well as academia 

to learn about the WTO rules and regula-

tions applicable to Tajikistan commit-

ments on telecommunications services, as 

well as its effect to service providers.  

Ms. Lee Tuthill from the WTO provided 

participants with a general overview of 

WTO key principles on telecommunica-

tions. She bought the participants atten-

tion to the rationale and the benefits of 

the pro-competitive reforms that have 

been carried out by WTO members to 

liberalize the telecommunications sector.  

She also described the business implica-

tions stemming from these reforms: “The 

ability of the private sector to seize the oppor-

tunities presented by this system depends to a 

great extent on the implementation of the 

Government’s commitment to complete the 

domestic policy reform agenda based on solid 

consensus that will serve the interests of all 

among the major stakeholders - businesses, 

consumers, and telecom suppliers. WTO 

members strive to establish a business envi-

ronment which is conducive to private in-

vestments in the economy”.  
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MAKING THE MOST OF WTO ACCESSION  
The International Trade Centre (ITC) conducted three workshops for Tajik business managers and business 

experts in Dushanbe to discuss the ways of benefiting from the country’s accession to WTO and to look at the 

challenges faced by its membership.  

The International Trade Centre 

(ITC) is a joint agency of the World 

Trade Organization and the United 

Nations.  

ITC projects in Tajikistan are 

funded by the State Secretariat 

for Economic Affairs of the 

Switzerland (SECO)  

TRANSPORT  

The representatives of the related govern-

mental agencies, transport companies, busi-

ness associations, international organiza-

tions, as well as sector experts were brought 

together to learn about WTO rules and reg-

ulations applicable to Tajikistan’s commit-

ments on transport services and to discuss 

the ways of benefiting from Tajikistan’s 

accession to WTO, and solving the challeng-

es of its membership. This training was held 

on 19 and 20 April 2013.  

Mr. Malcolm McKinnon, ITC international 

consultant, told the training participants 

about WTO key principles on transport ser-

vices. Mr. McKinnon also explained how 

liberalization and pro-competitive transpor-

tation, including logistics service sector re-

forms may benefit the users namely through 

more efficient and reliable services, new 

technology, and expertise. He said: “We 

clearly understand the concerns while going 

through such liberalization together with the 

measures eventually adopted and their impact. 

Focusing on the experience of other WTO mem-

bers, we described the complementary measures/

reforms which could be enacted so that the in-

creased trade openness stemming from WTO 

accession can be adequately implemented in the 

best interest of the country”.  

AGRICULTURE 

WTO rules and regulations applicable to 

Tajikistan’s commitments on agricultural 

goods and the ways of benefiting from 

Tajikistan’s accession to WTO, and solv-

ing the challenges from this membership 

was discussed by the stakeholders on 28 

June, 2013. 

Mrs. Eugenia Costanza Laurenza, ITC 

international consultant, introduced the 

key principles and obligations stemming 

from WTO membership and the Agree-

ment on Agriculture. She also presented 

the three main pillars of WTO rules con-

cerning trade in agriculture, which are 

tariffs liberalisation, export subsidies and 

domestic supports. She said: “During this 

training we also described the different classi-

fication of subsidies/domestic support, with a 

particular focus on their effects on production 

and trade. This discussion took particular 

attention to the classification of the subsidies 

and their related rules. While talking about 

market access, we focused on the required 

tariff reductions”. 

During the event special attention was 

given to agricultural tariff reduction and 

subsidies negotiated and committed by 

the Republic of Tajikistan.  

TAJIK PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS ARE INTRODUCED TO SPS 
MEASURES  

Dushanbe hosted a two-day ITC workshop entitled “The WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary 

Measures (SPS): A Business Perspective” on 25 and 26 June, 2013. The workshop brought together private and public sector repre-

sentatives and aimed to raise their awareness on the WTO Agreement on SPS. The workshop was conducted by the ITC internation-

al consultants –Mr. Shyam Kumar Gujadhur and Mr. Edil Kalashev. Mr. Gujadhur said the main objective of this workshop was “to 

inform the public and private sectors’ representatives about the steps taken by members of the WTO in encouraging free and fair trade at interna-

tional level, and minimizing the implementation of SPS measures by countries that could act as arbitrary or unjustified trade barriers. These 

steps were formalized in the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS), which was the main topic for 

discussion during the workshop. Participants also discussed how they can cooperate to use the Agreement to enhance market access for exports”. 

The participants were introduced to the main principles and rules of the WTO Agreement on SPS, organizations that develop the 

international norms referenced by the Agreement, practical implementation of the Agreement, etc.  

http://www.intracen.org
http://www.swisscoop.tj
http://www.itctj.wordpress.com

