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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C e n t r e ,  P r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  T a j i k i s t a n  
F u n d e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  E c o n o m i c  A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  S w i t z e r l a n d  ( S E C O )  

The International Trade Centre (ITC) has 

launched a new project with a CHF 2,140,000 

budget allocated by the Swiss State Secretariat 

for Economic Affairs (SECO) to assist Tajikistan’s  small and medium enterprises in the field of the textile and clothing 

industry to strengthen their export competitiveness, as well as to enhance trade support institutional capacities in the 

country. 

The project is Component Four of SECO’s Trade Cooperation Programme in Tajiki-

stan and a continuation of the third phase of the previous ‚Trade Promotion Pro-

gramme in Tajikistan‛,  which was implemented by ITC and ended in September 

2013.  

The new technical assistance project will focus on increasing the export competi-

tiveness of the textile and clothing sector in Tajikistan, by providing sector specific 

support to SMEs and relevant trade support institutions, as well as by supporting 

the respective stakeholders in taking a strategic approach to the sector’s develop-

ment.  

Mr. Saidrahmon Nazriev, Tajik Deputy Minister of the Economic Development and 

Trade, says: ‚We welcome ITC’s focus  on Tajikistan’s textile and clothing sector because 

of its potential to grow and to make a contribution to the country’s export diversification.  

The textile and clothing sector also has significant  opportunities in terms of employment 

generation, particularly for women. We believe that this project will also contribute to the Government’s efforts in building a ver-

tically integrated industry, increasing the volumes of  processed cotton to produce more final products in the country‛.  

As part of the assistance to the textile and clothing sector, the project will also conduct studies in order to understand 

the current trade finance situation in Tajikistan and provide recommendations on industry specific technical assistance 

needs, as well as to determine the potential of integrating Tajik organic-cotton producers into the T&C sector value 

chains and provide recommendations on existing market opportunities.  

Mr. Armen Zargaryan, ITC Regional Trade Promotion Adviser, 

adds: ‚The project will also identify development opportunities and chal-

lenges for the tourism and handicraft sectors in Tajikistan, as a first step to 

engage different stakeholders, and develop comprehensive assistance frame-

works, aimed at fostering the sectors’ potential to play a significant role in 

the economy. The project will make a contribution to poverty reduction by 

stimulating employment creation and income generation. Women stand to 

benefit the most, as they make up the majority of the workforce in the tar-

get sectors‛. 

So far, the International Trade Centre has implemented a number of trade-related assistance projects in 

Tajikistan, such as the ‘Trade Promotion in Central Asia’ project (2002-2003) and three phases of the 

‘Trade Promotion Programme in Tajikistan’ (2004-2006, 2006-2008, and 2009-2012). Up until 2008 the Pro-

gramme  provided assistance to the fruit and vegetable processing sector in Tajikistan.  Since 2009  the 

project has focused on the  textile and clothing sector, demonstrating  practical and successful results in a 

sector with substantial problems. 
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Opening doors to new markets in Russia, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, 

Italy, Lithuania, and Austria for dozens of of Tajik companies; 

established contacts with important international retailers such as 

Auchan, IKEA, and Jeans-Makers; increased exports ; develop-

ment of the textile and clothing export development strategy; 

organization of Tajik companies’ participation at international 

trade fairs in Paris, Shanghai, Moscow and Istanbul – these are 

just a few examples of the results of the implementation of the 

Trade Promotion Programme in Tajikistan over the past 3,5 years. 

In an interview with Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC Tajikistan 

National Programme Manager, some of the achievements and 

challenges of the project were discussed.  

Saidmumin Kamolov: ‚In the previous phase, the direct beneficiaries 

of the project were 15 exporting textile and clothing enterprises, repre-

senting about 30% of the sector, which received direct in-company assis-

tance, as well as a larger group of companies that benefited from semi-

nars and trainings. This does not mean that other actors in the sector 

were omitted. Our beneficiaries were also universities, two food testing 

laboratories, Trade Support Institutions (TSIs), including the local con-

sulting companies, the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, 

the Ministry of Energy and Industry, and SQAM bodies‛.  

ITC Tajikistan Bulletin: ‚Many experts consider the active involve-

ment of the beneficiaries in the implementation process as one of the 

main reasons for the projects’ effectiveness. What is your view of this 

and have you followed this approach in your project?‛  

Saidmumin Kamolov: ‚I agree with this opinion and in our case the 

project’s approach of involving beneficiaries in its implementation ( for 

example, TSIs receive support while at the same time delivering assis-

tance) played an important role in the project’s success, and should be a 

model for moving forward. The spread of knowledge to local consultants 

and especially to academia, will in the future act as a multiplier to other 

sector enterprises. The project methodology, in which a period of learn-

ing was followed by a period of practical implementation, is also consid-

ered as very successful. We actively collaborated with both policy makers 

and private sector representatives in preparing the sector export strate-

gy.  

Using this opportunity I 

would especially like to 

mention the important 

role  that our govern-

ment partners played in 

the project’s implemen-

tation. Without the dedi-

cated partnership with 

the Ministry of Econom-

ic Development and 

Trade and the Ministry 

of Energy and Industry, 

and their active support and participation, we would not be able to 

achieve all the results we are talking about today. Our special thanks go 

to Mr. Saidrahmon Nazriev, Deputy Minister of Economic Development 

and Trade‛.  

ITC Tajikistan Bulletin: ‚The textile and clothing sector was not the 

only focus of the project’s activities, right?‛ 

Saidmumin Kamolov: ‚Absolutely. In addition the assistance provided 

to the textile and clothing sector,  I would also like to mention that 

thanks to project two Tajikstandart food testing laboratories were accred-

ited according to ISO standard 17025, and the National Enquiry Points 

(NEPs) and the National Notification Authority (NNA) on TBT and 

SPS were established. I am also  happy to highlight the development of  

specialized web-sites with online store features for our two pilot artisanal 

companies – ‚Suman‛ and ‚Haft Paykar‛. The new websites allowed 

them  to find new customers from Tajikistan and internationally. As the 

handicraft sector employs mostly women, , the increased number of or-

ders means more job offers and income for Tajik women. Roughly 70% of 

the estimated eleven thousand employees in Tajikistan’s T&C sector are 

women.  I am glad that our project made a significant contribution in 

maintaining and creating employment for women in Tajikistan. The 

assisted companies increased their workforce during the project period, 

and now employ around 4,000 employees, of whom 2,700 are women‛.   

ITC Tajikistan Bulletin: ‚Thank you a lot for the useful information!‛ 

A special 35 minutes programme on Tajikistan’s accession to WTO and ITC/SECO 

assistance in this area shown on September 27, 2013 by  the national TV channel 

‚Safina‛, which has scheduled a series of TV programmes devoted to Tajikistan’s 

challenges and benefits of WTO accession. 

Mr. Nazriev, Deputy Minister, MEDT, and Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC National 

Programme Manager,  discussed the general aspects of Tajikistan’s accession to 

WTO and its implications for the country, ITC/SECO support in this area, etc. 

The second programme will be devoted to the agricultural sector of Tajikistan, 

country commitments on this sector and the possible sector benefits and challenges 

from the WTO membership. The TV programmes are supported by the Internation-

al Trade Centre under its WTO component financed by the Government of Switzer-

land (SECO).  

Watch this programme online 

http://itctj.wordpress.com/2013/10/18/%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B8-%D0%B1%D1%83%D0%B7%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B3-%D1%82%D0%BE%D2%B7%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80-%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%BD/
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N ine companies 

from Tajikistan 

participated in ‚Textillegprom‛, one of the leading 

international textile and apparel trade fairs in the 

Russian Federation, from 24 to 27 September in 

Moscow.  
 

Tajik textile and clothing companies: ‚Textile City‛, 

‚Nekoo Khujand‛, ‚Nafisa‛, ‚Spitamen Textiles‛, 

‚Leader‛, ‚Nohid‛, ‚Tenta Kulyab‛, ‚Ortex‛, and 

‚Rahimov A.A.‛, exhibited their products at the 

41st edition of Textillegprom, the largest specialized 

industry event in the Russian Federation.        

 

Participation in the fair was organized in the frame-

work of the newly launched Project on Strengthen-

ing Export Competitiveness of Small and Medium 

Enterprises in the Textile and Clothing Sector and 

Enhancing Trade Support Institutional Capacities in 

Tajikistan.  

 

For the third consecutive year ‚Textillegprom‛ host-

ed textile and clothing companies from Tajikistan. 

Almost 1000 people visited the Tajik stand and Tajik 

companies returned with preliminary sales agree-

ments totalling about two million USD.  

 

The fair brings together key elements: timing, loca-

tion, a large number of buyers and visitors focusing 

on the Russian and regional market, and a platform 

for several product categories.  

 

Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC National Programme 

Manager in Tajikistan, notes  ‚the exhibition was an 

excellent opportunity for Tajik textile and clothing com-

panies to show and promote their products to a wide 

range of buyers – sales agents, primarily wholesalers and 

retailers – from Russia and other countries, to establish 

direct business contacts with potential clients and to 

diversify their orders.‛  

According to him, ‚this will increase cooperation 

opportunities, but also present challenges due to 

the tough competition in the Russian market.‛ 

 

‚Textillegprom‛, also called the Federal Trade 

Fair for Textile and Light Industry Goods and 

Equipment, is held twice a year and serves as a 

meeting place for around 2,000 trade and indus-

trial companies.  More than 35,000 specialists visit 

the fair.  

 

Mr. Nasim Karimov, General Director of ‚Textile 

City‛, shares his company’s experience of partici-

pation in the ‚Textillegprom‛: ‚Each year partici-

pation in this fair provides us with the opportunity to 

sign contracts with companies mainly from Russia. 

These contracts allow us to create additional jobs for 

local women. We look forward to increasing our pres-

ence in the Russian market. This time we signed a 

contract with Moscow-based company 

‚Shveypromservice‛ for USD 130,000‛.  

 

In general, participation in ‚Textillegprom‛ fair 

was beneficial to all companies.  

 

Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov says: ‚Russia is the main 

and most attractive market for Tajikistan’s textile 

export sector due to its size and volume, tight econom-

ic relationships, geographical closeness, relatively 

favourable market entry conditions and existing cul-

tural links with Tajikistan. ‘Textillegprom’ attracts 

exhibitors and buyers from all regions of the Russian 

Federation, giving a complete picture of the Russian 

market. So, this fair is a good opportunity for Tajik 

exporters to research and better understand the Rus-

sian market requirements by looking at and contacting 

exhibitors and potential buyers from all regions of the 

Russian Federation.‛         

Representatives of government agencies, business associations, international 

organizations, as well as energy sector experts came together on 3 September 

2013, to enhance their knowledge on the WTO rules and regulations applicable 

to the Tajik commitments on energy services, to discuss ways of benefiting from 

Tajikistan’s accession to WTO, and to acquire a comprehensive understanding of 

the challenges stemming from this membership. Ms. Ruosi Zhang, representing 

the WTO and ITC, introduced the main characteristics of the energy sector, the 

reforms in the energy sector and trade liberalization, as well as the key princi-

ples and obligations stemming from the WTO General Agreement on Trade in 

Services and their application to energy services. Ms. Zhang also addressed 

some issues related to energy transit with a particular focus on the WTO rules 

on transit.  During the workshop special attention was given to the market access commitments taken by Tajikistan, which have 

an impact on energy related service provisions. 



Page Four 

 

Information Bulletin #3 (23) July - Sep 2013 
32 Rudaki Street, apt 33.  

Dushanbe, 734025, Tajikistan 

Tel.: (+992 37) 2219870. Tel/Fax: (+992 37) 223 20 57 

E-Mail: itc.tajikistan@gmail.com  

Websites: intracen.org; swisscoop.tj;  

Weblog: www.itctj.wordpress.com 

         our             

TAJIKISTAN REGIONS ARE FAMILIARIZED WITH THE WTO AGREEMENT ON SPS  

A series of seven one and a half days’ 

workshops on raising Tajik business 

awareness on the WTO Agreement on 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 

(SPS) were conducted from 27 August to 

19 September, 2013 in different parts of 

Tajikistan.   

The International Trade Centre (ITC) 

brought together representatives of the 

Tajik horticulture and agro-processing 

sectors, as well as representatives from 

the public entities dealing with SPS 

measures in 4 regions of Tajikistan to 

improve the understanding and skills of 

the private sector on the benefits, 

challenges and business implications of 

WTO membership for the trade of food 

and agricultural products covered by SPS 

measures. The workshops were 

conducted by the national trainers on 

SPS in the following cities and districts: 

Rasht, Kulob, Khorugh, Qurghonteppa, 

Dushanbe and Direct Rule Districts, 

Istaravshan, and Khujand.  

‚The workshops aimed to increase the 

understanding of the horticulture and agro

-processing sectors, as well as public bodies 

of the steps taken by WTO Members to 

encourage free and fair trade at an 

international level and minimize the 

implementation of SPS measures by 

countries, which could result in barriers to 

such trade. These steps were formalized in the 

WTO Agreement on the Application of 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS). 

Participants also discussed how the public and 

private sectors could cooperate to use the 

Agreement to enhance market access for 

exports‛, Mr. Kosim Kurbonov, ITC 

National Consultant on SPS, said. 

Mr. Kurbonov added that the workshops 

helped the Tajik private sector to gain 

knowledge of the WTO rules and to 

develop skills for accessing foreign 

markets after Tajikistan’s accession to the 

WTO.  

Nine local trainers were trained on the 

SPS measures and training methods by 

the ITC international experts during a 4-

day programme (training the trainers) 

held from July 02 to July 05, 2013 in 

Dushanbe. The ITC Train-the-Trainer 

Programme aimed to build the skills and 

knowledge of the local trainers on the 

WTO Agreement on SPS from the 

business perspective. 

Tajik trainers were tutored by the 

experienced international experts on SPS 

and TBT from the International Trade 

Centre – Mr. Shyam Kumar Gujadhur and 

Mr. Edil Kalashev. The training focused 

on strengthening the participants’ 

understanding of the nuances of the WTO 

Agreement on SPS through working on a 

case study exercise, participating in 

discussions, and learning how to 

customize the Training Pack for a specific 

sector and the country’s needs.  

According to Mr. Gujadhur, ‚the local 

trainers have become familiar with the WTO 

Agreement on SPS and ITC’s relevant 

methodology, improved their skills as trainers, 

and received certification for successful 

completion of the course‛.  

Local trainers customized selected 

modules of the ITC training package on 

‚The WTO Agreement on SPS: Enabling 

business through international 

regulations‛, taking into account the 

needs of the horticulture and agro-

processing sectors in the country. 

The International Trade Centre 

(ITC) is a joint agency of the World 

Trade Organization and the United 

Nations.  

ITC projects in Tajikistan are 

funded by the State Secretariat 

for Economic Affairs of the 

Switzerland (SECO)  

The trade information capacities of selected trade support institutions in Tajikistan were reviewed under the ITC project in Tajiki-

stan. Ms. Viorela Popescu, ITC International Consultant on Trade Information Management, visited Tajikistan from 15 July to 20 

July, 2013 to assess the capacities of the main business associations in provision of information services, and to prepare a work plan 

for a selected partner in developing an information service system for the sector stakeholders. 

ITC intends to assists its partners among the local business associations and the Tajik Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) to 

inform their members and the wider business community about opportunities, benefits and challenges, possible business implica-

tions of WTO Membership, and engage the business community in the process of continued reforms and implementation of the 

commitments made.  

Ms. Popescu says: ‚During my first mission I intend to assess the capacities of Tajikistan’s trade support institutions in provision of trade in-

formation, and to review the websites of selected TSIs Based on the results of the assessment I will recommend which institution or institutions 

are best placed to provide trade information services‛.  

Ms. Popescu will assist the selected partner’s information team in initiating, designing, developing and delivering information ser-

vices that meet the needs of clients. 

http://www.intracen.org
http://www.swisscoop.tj
http://www.itctj.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Trade-Centre-in-Tajikistan/593300437351786

