
Bio-cotton with textiles and clothing              Creative industries with tourism

The potential of integration of organic cotton producers 
into the textile and clothing sectors’ value chains in 
Tajikistan will be assessed under the new ITC project on 
“Strengthening export competitiveness of SMEs in the 
textile and clothing sector and enhancing trade support 
institutional capacities”.  
 

ITC international consultant on organic cotton, Mr. 
Simon Ferrigno, conducted a first mission to Tajikistan 
from 11 to 17 November 2013. During the mission he 
met with all relevant stakeholders related to organic 
cotton production in Tajikistan and collected relevant 
information. The information will be used as an input 
for conducting a feasibility study to assess the potential 
of integrating Tajik organic-cotton producers into the 
textile and clothing sector’s value chains. Mr. Ferrigno 
says, “We will provide practical recommendations on 
market opportunities for the organic and in-conversion 
cotton products in Tajikistan”. 
 

The results of the study will be presented and discussed 
at a roundtable scheduled for the 1st quarter of 2014, 
involving all key stakeholders. 

Tajikistan’s potential in tourism with linkage to creative 
industries, such as artisanal products is being assessed 
by ITC. Mapping touristic destinations of the country 
with particular focus on pro-poor backward linkages is 
one of ITC’s new focuses in Tajikistan.   
 

ITC international consultant on tourism, Mr. Francois 
Laurent, carried out two missions to Tajikistan from 14 
to 27 October 2013, and from 23 to 27 November 2013. 
The purpose of the above missions was conducting an 
inclusive tourism needs assessment with focus on 
possible backward linkages to creative industries as well 
we producing a feasibility study on establishment of 
Destination Management Organizations (DMOs). Mr. 
Laurent visited the country’s main tourist sites including 
sites in the Badakhshan and Zarafshan regions.  
 

Mr. Laurent says: “Now all the necessary information on 
the current situation in the area of tourism in Tajikistan, 
existing governmental policies and strategies, the main 
actors of the sector, as well as the potential for 
development of this sector has been collected for further 
analysis.  
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The second TV programme from the “Big Trade” series 
devoted to Tajikistan’s membership to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) was broadcasted by the national TV 
channel “Safina” on 29 November 2013. Mr. 
Mizrobkhon Dekhkonov, chief specialist and WTO 
Advisor at the Ministry of Agriculture, Mr. Parviz 
Kamoliddinov, ITC National Consultant on Trade Policy, 
and other guests of the programme talked about the 
agricultural sector of Tajikistan, possible benefits and 
challenges for the sector from WTO membership. Safina 
TV is the second biggest TV channel in the country, run 
by the state and broadcast in Tajik. Its programmes are 
available via satellite, and reach the whole country via 
local antennas. The TV programmes are supported by 
the International Trade Centre under its WTO project on 
“Policy Advice and Capacity Building” financed by the 
Government of Switzerland. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The study will be used for further programming 
purposes. 
 
 

ITC guides on Tajikistan’s accession to WTO 

 

The International Trade Centre and the Tajikistan 
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade compiled 
a Business Guide on “Tajikistan’s WTO accession 
commitments”.  

The Guide consists of 70 pages in the English version 
and is the first work of volumetric analysis devoted to 
Tajikistan’s accession to the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and the benefits and opportunities that 
membership will give Tajik businesses.  

Mr. Sharif Rahimzoda, Tajik Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade, in his forewords to the 
business guide mentions that “accession of Tajikistan 

into this prestigious international organization is a 
positive fact. Membership in this organization can 
trigger radical reform of all sectors of the economy and 
promote Tajik goods and services to global markets”. 

Mr. Jean-Sébastien Roure, ITC Senior Officer, Business 
and Trade Policy, introduces some of the main contents 
of the guide: “The study introduces its readers to the 
basic elements of the WTO system, as well as takes the 
reader in depth into Tajikistan’s accession to the global 
trade organization. The Guide provides insights into the 
terms of the Republic of Tajikistan’s accession to the 
WTO in the area of trade in goods and services”.  

Safina TV: Introducing Tajikistan to 
the WTO 
 

”Tajikistan has great potential for tourism. The 
country’s outdoor activities (touring, trekking, 
extreme sports, etc) could attract thousands from 
around the world. But, a lot of work is required to 
make Tajikistan a real touristic heaven. Firstly, web-
presence and online services, such as buying air 
tickets and booking hotels need to be improved. 
Unfortunately, currently, there is little choice of 
flights to Dushanbe, or within the country. Also, 
airport procedures need to be developed in order 
improve first impressions. Outside of Dushanbe there 
are difficulties with internet connection, as well as 
credit card payments, and cash withdrawal. In the 
mountains there is a large choice of homestay 
accommodation, which is a great experience, but 
facilities offered should be better”.   

Mr. Laurent Francois, ITC international consultant 
on tourism 

 

 

 

 

http://itctj.wordpress.com/2013/12/19/safina-tv-introducing-tajikistan-to-the-wto/


The Business Guide also focuses on the impacts and 
implications of Tajikistan’s WTO accession on priority 
sectors, such as agriculture and food industry, light and 
textile industry, metallurgy, trade services, and 
construction services. In addition to the general 
overview of the above-mentioned sectors and market 
access to them, the Guide describes the support 
measures domestically undertaken and further 
implications for Tajik producers and exporters.  

As highlighted in the Business Guide: “There are both 
advantages and disadvantages connected with WTO 
accession. As with other countries in transition, 
accession implied that Tajikistan had to embark on a 
serious of economic reforms. Optimization of the 
advantages and minimization of the disadvantages may 
be achieved through well-thought out and well-
designed economic policies, the creation of institutional 
structures fostering and maintaining private-public 
dialogue, and the involvement of all stakeholders. 

Knowledge of the multilateral agreements and 
procedures will go a great length in supporting 
Tajikistan’s integration into the multilateral trading 
system and in allowing its industry and stakeholders to 
take advantage of the opportunities”. 

Trade negotiations, trade policy review mechanism, 
enforcing rights through WTO dispute settlement, and 
other multilateral and unilateral remedies are also 
raised and explained in the Guide. 

The Business Guide is available in both English and 
Russian languages. It will be available online for free via 
the recently launched website for Tajikistan in WTO, 
and ITC Tajikistan’s website. The Guide will also be 
printed and distributed among governmental agencies, 
international organizations the private sector and other 
stakeholders and will be used as a background 
document for thematic workshops with representatives 
from Tajikistan’s private sector. 

 

ITC studied trade obstacles faced by Tajik exporters in foreign markets

Challenges in the transit of goods through neighbouring 
countries; internal taxes on imports from trade 
partners; difficult market access with trade partners; 
export duties and import tariff quotas by other trade 
partners - these were some of the main business 
obstacles for Tajik exporters in foreign markets. The 
recent accession of Tajikistan to the WTO could help to 
address some of them. 

Trade obstacles faced by Tajikistan’s private sector in 
exporting their goods and services to five selected 
foreign markets and possible solutions in the frame of 
Tajikistan’s accession to WTO were analysed in a study 
conducted by the International Trade Centre. Two of 
five of the selected countries are WTO members (China, 
Kyrgyzstan) and three are acceding countries 
(Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Iran).  

The study was conducted as one of the activities in 
support of Tajikistan’s WTO accession and post 

accession implementation efforts. Tajikistan, as a WTO 
member, is now in a position to put forward requests to 
countries in accession that reflect the concerns of its 
private sector. It may also address some of the issues its 
private sector faces when exporting to other WTO 
members, through technical working groups established 
within the WTO structure. Another option is to engage 
in bilateral diplomatic negotiations to address these 
issues. 

The study’s aim was to identify the concerns of the Tajik 
private sector, which can be addressed within the ambit 
of the WTO. According to Rahat Toktonaliev, ITC 
consultant, the study is based on a survey of Tajik 
exporters, as well as on interviews with the main 
representatives of the private sector, business 
associations, companies, related governmental 
agencies, and stakeholders. He says the survey results 
were analyzed in order to identify the principal trade 
obstacles faced by Tajik businesses, and the issues that 



could be addressed within the domain of the WTO. The 
study covered food and light industries, agricultural 
production, metallurgy, construction, and transport, as 
the key priority sectors.  

Mr. Toktonaliev: “The study revealed that Tajik 
exporters face challenges in accessing neighbouring 
markets and in the transit of their goods and services.  
They consider internal taxes, charges, duties and tariff 
quotas in their target markets as obstacles. It should 
also be noted that some of the interviews indicated 
internal export procedures and requirements in 
Tajikistan as major trade obstacles. In some cases, it 
became apparent that requirements that were officially 
eliminated during the accession process are still being 

applied. It became apparent that exporters are not 
aware of the procedures/issues in export markets 
because their partners in the importing countries were 
responsible for handling them”.  

The results of the study have been provided to the 
relevant governmental agencies, as well as all 
interested stakeholders from international 
organizations, business associations, and the private 
sector. The study is also available online in English and 
Russian via ITC Tajikistan’s website. 

This study was conducted under SECO’s Trade 
Cooperation Programme in Tajikistan Component ONE: 
Policy Advice and Capacity Building. 

                                    
 

A series of workshops on raising Tajik business awareness on WTO rules 
and regulations, as well as Tajikistan’s commitments and their impact to 
the country’s economic sectors were conducted in Dushanbe, 
Qurghonteppa, and Khujand between16 October and 19 October 2013.  

ITC and the Tajik Chamber of Commerce and Industry with the financial 
support of the Swiss Government brought together representatives of 
the Tajik private sector to improve the understanding of Tajikistan’s 
private sector of the benefits, challenges and business implications of 
WTO membership of the country. The workshops were conducted by 
local experts, who were directly involved in the republic’s accession to 
the WTO.  

The subjects discussed in the workshops included the WTO’s role in international trade, its fundamental principles, 
Tajikistan’s accession process, and market access commitments taken by the country, the impact of Tajikistan’s 
WTO membership on the agricultural, processing and textile sectors, as well as solving international trade disputes 
under WTO.  

The current trade challenges faced by Tajik exporters in foreign markets and the impact of the country’s WTO 
membership in overcoming these challenges were also discussed. 

 
 

Mr. Parviz Kamoliddinov, ITC National Consultant on Trade Policy developed a Policy Paper on strengthening the 
role of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) of Tajikistan. The Paper focuses on policy and regulatory 
reforms stemming from the WTO membership. Based on the Action Plan for the last quarter of 2013 developed 
according to this paper, the Information Bureau was established within the CCI, as well as five brief notes and five 
thematic briefs were prepared on specific on-going policy and regulatory reforms, and disseminated among the CCI 
members.   
 

The Information Bureau will monitor the ongoing policy formulation process and draw the attention of the CCI 
members. The Bureau will also conduct surveys among members to collect their views on the on-going reforms, 
establish and operate a request-service on “policy and advocacy” for the private sector, aimed at responding to any 
query from the private sector on policy and regulatory issues, and organize stakeholders’ meetings on trade 
policy/regulatory issues.  
 

The topics of the brief notes developed under the Action Plan included the reforms of the Technical Regulation 
System in Tajikistan, Trade Facilitation and International Conventions, etc. The thematic briefs focused on the 
impacts and implications of Tajikistan’s WTO accession on priority sectors (Agriculture and Food Industry); Light 
and Textile industry; Metallurgy, and general overview of Tajikistan’s commitments in trade in services. 

Familiarising the Tajik private sector with the WTO system 

ITC strengthens the Tajik Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s role 



 
 
 

Professors and students from the Khujand Polytechnic Institute of the Tajik Technological University were informed 
of the preliminary results of the Tajik companies’ participation at the “Textillegrpom” fair in Moscow. A 
dissemination workshop on Tajikistan’s participation at the Moscow fair was conducted in Khujand on 24 October 
2013. 
 
Nine companies from Tajikistan participated in “Textillegprom”, held from 24 to 27 September in Moscow. Tajik 
textile and clothing companies: “Textile City”, “Nekoo Khujand”, “Nafisa”, “Spitamen Textiles”, “Leader”, “Nohid”, 
“Tenta Kulyab”, “Ortex”, and “Rahimov A.A.”, exhibited their products at the 41st edition of Textillegprom, the 
largest specialized industry event in the Russian Federation.  The visit and fair participation was organized by ITC 
and funded by the Swiss Government.  
 
The event also provided a good opportunity for the university professors and students to discuss the possibility of 
cooperation between the KPITTU and T&C companies. 
 

 
 

An ITC national consultant became the first representative of 
Tajikistan to complete the WTO Advanced Course on the WTO 
Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) 
Measures held in Geneva, Switzerland.  
 
Mr. Kosim Kurbonov, the ITC national consultant on SPS after 
completing the competitive WTO selection process, participated in 
the advanced SPS course from 7 to 25 October 2013. The course 
was organized essentially to address SPS implementation problems 
in a practical manner. The main objective of the course was to 
achieve an advanced level of understanding of the rights and 
obligations arising from the SPS Agreement and the functioning of 
the SPS Committee.  
 
Mr. Kurbonov says, “We have learnt and gained the necessary skills and knowledge to identify and address 
challenges in the implementation of the SPS agreement; to lead initiatives that make effective use of the different 
provisions of the WTO Agreement on SPS, including gaining and maintaining market access. I as the course alumni, 
have the task of sharing my knowledge with others and providing leadership in my areas of expertise upon return to 
our homelands”.  
 
Mr. Kurbonov adds that the course was an in-depth and hands-on training activity conceived to encourage the 
active involvement of participants in SPS-related matters, ranging from addressing national implementation 
problems to the identification of SPS-related market access difficulties and ways to develop strategies to overcome 
challenges faced. The course was comprised of a series of sessions and practical exercises related to the 
implementation of the SPS Agreement.  The course included sessions aimed at deepening participants' 
understanding of the SPS Agreement.  We also had a chance to attend the SPS Committee meetings to learn how 
the Committee works in practice, so as to become familiar with the rules and procedures of the Committee and to 
participate in the discussions taking place there.  By the end of the course, each participant had developed an 
action plan, which would help them to address the identified problems and the proper action could be undertaken 
in their countries.   
 
The course participants were awarded with certificates on successful completion. According to Mr. Kurbonov, his 
participation in this WTO advanced course on SPS was possible thanks to the valuable knowledge and experience 
obtained under the ITC projects in Tajikistan and, therefore, he highly appreciates ITC’s contribution in his 
professional advancement.  

“Textillegprom” participants shared their experience with students   

WTO Advanced Course on SPS 



 

The International Trade Centre in Tajikistan is on Facebook 
 

Celebrating the milestone today as we reached 100 Likes 

on our Facebook page this December with no assistance 

from paid advertising. Thank you to everyone who has 

liked our page so far. Please follow us on Facebook and like 

our page if you haven’t already done so.  

 

Our first social network page is gaining interest among 

Tajiks who are interested in trade and export. More than 

75% of our Facebook fans are from Tajikistan. It is our 

pleasure to note that 46% of our Facebook likes came from the women, which shows a growing interest by Tajik 

women in business issues. While English remains the first language of our Facebook page, we always do our best to 

disseminate our news in Tajik and Russian too.  

 

We are in the process of expanding our social media presence with Google Plus and YouTube.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/InternationalTradeCentre    

Google+: Coming Soon   

YouTube: Coming Soon 

Weblog: www.itctj.wordpress.com 

 

CONTACT 

International Trade Centre, Projects in Tajikistan 

32 Rudaki Street, apt 33. Dushanbe, 734025, Tajikistan  

Tel.: (+992 37) 2219870. Tel/Fax: (+992 37) 223 20 57  

E-Mail: itc.tajikistan@gmail.com   
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