
 

TAJIK COMPANIES AT: 

     Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics       International Istanbul Yarn Fair

A Tajik delegation composed of representatives from 
nine textile and clothing companies, two universities, 
and the Ministry of Industry and New Technologies 
visited Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics 2014, the 
leading international trade fair for the textile industry. 
This market exposure and sourcing visit took place from 
2 to 9 March 2014. 
 
The Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics exhibition, 
first launched in 1995, is considered as one of the 
world’s largest international business platforms for 
industry players worldwide. This fair annually attracts 
more than 1,300 suppliers, including internationally 
recognized brands and associations, who have the 
opportunity to offer their product ranges to over 25,000 
visitors from 70 countries. The main objective of the 
Tajik delegation’s visit to the fair was to source fabrics 
and accessories, to provide the Tajik companies with 
exposure to market requirements, opportunities to 
meet potential suppliers as well as current design trends 
dominating and influencing the global textiles and 
clothing industry. 
 
Continued at page 2: 

Three Tajik spinning companies, “Faizi Istiqlol-2011”, 
“Spitamen Textiles”, and “Tenta Kulyab” represented 
Tajikistan at the 11th International Istanbul Yarn Fair 
from 26 March to 29 March 2014.   
 
The International Trade Centre (ITC) organized the 
participation of the Tajik companies in this leading 
specialized exhibition with a large number of buyers and 
visitors from the region for the third year running. The 
presence of the Tajik companies at the fair was made 
possible by the ITC project funded by the Government 
of Switzerland within its Trade Cooperation Program 
(TCP) in Tajikistan.  
 
As last year, the 11th International Istanbul Yarn Fair 
was once again held alongside the 31st International 
Textile, Weaving, Spinning, Finishing, Knitting, Hosiery 
Machines, Related Industries & Chemicals Fair. Ms. 
Nargiza Abdumajidova, National Programme Associate 
from the International Trade Centre in Tajikistan, who 
accompanied and guided the Tajik delegation 
throughout the fair, believes that 
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Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC National Program 
Manager in Tajikistan, says, “China today is the world’s 
largest manufacturer and exporter of textile & clothing. 
The international fairs in this country are a good 
platform for visitors from Tajikistan to speak face-to-
face with fabric and accessories manufacturers from 
around the world. During the Shanghai fair our 
delegation also had the opportunity to better 
understand the requirements of the market where their 
manufacturers are competing and playing a global role 
and to establish business contacts. We also visited some 
Shanghai wholesale markets, Shanghai retailers, a 
garment factory, and the China Textile City in Keqiao”. 
 

The ITC team guided the Tajik delegation through the 
fair. Throughout the event, visitors were exposed to the 
latest fabrics and textile related products, from luxury 
fabrics in cashmere, mohair, silks and wool to functional 
fabrics in cotton, linen, denim, as well fibers & yarns, 
embroidery and lace, modern accessories ranging from 
buttons and zips plus design and styling products etc.     
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“The International Istanbul Yarn Fair is an ideal event for 
visitors and exhibitors from the yarn industry. Visitors 
get an overview of the options available and learn more 
about yarn product manufacturers and suppliers. It was 
an excellent opportunity for Tajik spinning companies to 
show and promote their products to a wide range of 
buyers (sales agents, wholesalers and retailers) from 
Turkey and other countries. The Tajik companies will 
gain access to new markets in Turkey – the world’s 3rd 
largest manufacturer”.  
 

Hosting more than 40,000 visitors from around 70 
countries and more than 200 exhibitors from different 
countries, the International Istanbul Yarn Fair acts as a 
meeting point for sector professionals. The exhibition 
displays cotton yarn, textile machinery, fabrics, animal 
yarn, textile pigment, clothing, textile products, fibres 
yarns & threads and much more. Tajik participants 
believe that participation opens up new opportunities 
for companies, which already export yarn to Turkey, as 
well as companies hoping to export their products. 

The first fruits of "Nassoji Khujand"‟s participation at “Textilelegprom” fair 
LLC "Nassojii Khujand" started exporting in 2014, sending the first consignments of cotton yarn to its Russian 
partner “Textile - Impex" under the bilateral contract on supplying 130 tons of cotton yarn. These Tajik and Russian 
companies met and established contacts during the "Textillegprom" fair conducted in Moscow last September. The 
Tajik companies’s participation in the Moscow exhibition was organized by the International Trade Centre with the 
financial support of the Swiss Government.  
 

Ismoil Qalandarov, General Director of "Nassojii Khujand", expressed gratitude to ITC for their support in 
strengthening export competitiveness of the Tajik textile industry. He also expressed confidence in the continuation 
of cooperation with ITC and participation in other international exhibitions. 

After the fair. Mr. Munir Sultonov, Deputy Director, 
“Lider” LLC: “Before visiting the fair, I had a very 
different opinion of logistics (transportation) in China. 
During the visit I found the transportation system to 
be very well-organized with services to all locations in 
China. In my opinion, in order to develop business it is 
essential to learn the Chinese language. I plan to 
establish and maintain contacts with providers of 
materials and with logistics companies that deal with 
transporting fabric and furniture”.    

After the fair: Mr. Mirzokodir Bakoev, General 
Director, “Spitamen Textile” LLC: “Among the most 
important things I learned from this visit I can name 
the obtained knowledge on assortment of production 
which mostly preferred by customer and the 
acquaintance with many buyer companies 
(customers) of yarn personally. We discussed issues 
related to our cooperation in the future, as well as it 
was important to hear their opinion about quality of 
our products. 

 
After the fair. Ms.Firuzakhon Oripova, Designer, 
“Ortex” LLC: “As this is the first time I have 
participated in such an event, it has been a great 
experience enabling me to extend my knowledge and 
understanding of the sector. I collected information 
about designs and forms of garments during the 
exhibition. I plan to use this experience to develop 
new designs and models in my daily work as soon as I 
get back”. 

After the fair: Mr. Mirsaid Kodirov, Deputy Director, 
“Tenta Kulob” LLC: “From this promotional mission to 
Istanbul I have found that we have to produce 
knitting-twisted yarn in addition to our weaving-
twisted yarn, and that we have to extend assortment 
of our production.  This exhibition showed that there 
is a big competition with Turkish yarn producers. Our 
production is competitive in terms of price and 
cheaper for 15%. I will use acquired experience in 
practice and to solve above mentioned problems“.  



 

     ITC‟s assistance „indispensable‟ in Tajikistan‟s WTO accession 
by ITC Geneva Communications (abridged)
 

One year ago, on 2 March 2013, Tajikistan became the 
159th member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
following more than 11 years of negotiations. WTO 
membership is a crucial step towards accelerating the 
Central Asian country’s economic growth and increasing 
the prosperity of its 8 million people. WTO accession 
was one of the government’s top political and economic 
priorities, aiming to improve overall economic, trade 
and business conditions, boost the country’s external 
image and strengthen its economic competitiveness. 
 

Funded by Switzerland’s Ministry of Economic Affairs 
(SECO), ITC supported Tajikistan’s integration into the 
multilateral trading system. ITC focused on bringing the 
private sector actively into the WTO accession process 
and, following accession, to assist small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) to exploit the new market 
opportunities offered by WTO membership. At the 
same time, ITC worked with the government to identify 
sectors with high export potential and to develop 
export strategies. 
 

‘ITC’s technical expertise and assistance were 
indispensable during the final stage of accession. We 
appreciate their strong commitment and exceptional 
effort, without which our objectives would have been 
difficult to achieve,’ said Deputy Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade Saidrahmon Nazriev. 
 

WTO membership gives countries most-favoured-
nation status in other WTO member countries, which 
ensures their exporters will be protected from 

discrimination. It also provides predictability of market 
access, and signals to investors that a country has 
transparent rules and regulations related to the 
business environment.  
 

‘The first signs of success are already there; we operate 
some joint ventures that export products to European 
countries,’ Nazriev said. Tajikistan is counting on 
assistance from ITC to make the most of its 
membership, he added. ‘Our goal is to increase our 
export potential and render our economy more 
competitive,’ he said. ‘We are developing a post-
accession plan, and we would like ITC to cooperate with 
us in adapting our economy to produce more 
competitive products to sell in external markets.’ 
 

An essential part of the accession process was helping 
businesses overcome the fear of WTO membership, 
said Jean-Sébastien Roure, Senior Officer, Business and 
Trade Policy, ITC, who managed the ITC project in 
Tajikistan. Their main concern was that the private 
sector, particularly SMEs, did not have the strength to 
face greater competition in the domestic market, he 
said. To facilitate understanding and debate, part of 
ITC’s role was to explain the complex policy issues at 
the heart of the negotiations in practical business 
terms. “The major success of the ITC programme is that 
it has enabled Tajikistan to conclude its WTO accession 
and to ensure there would be confidence by all 
stakeholders in the accession,” Roure explained.  

 

 

Tajik textile and clothing companies, as well as professors and students specialised in fashion and clothing had the 
opportunity to improve their sourcing skills during a two-day training course organized by the International Trade 
Centre in Khujand and Dushanbe cities.  
 

A series of two training courses were held on 12-13 February, 2014 at the Khujand Polytechnic Institute of the Tajik 
Technical University (KPITTU) in Khujand city, and on 18 and 19 February 2014 at the Technological University of 
Tajikistan in Dushanbe.  
- 

                                                                                                            Continued at page 4: 

Training on sourcing for textile & clothing companies in Tajikistan 

http://www.intracen.org/news/ITC%E2%80%99s-assistance-%E2%80%98indispensable%E2%80%99-in-Tajikistan%E2%80%99s-WTO-accession/
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ITC international consultant on sourcing Ms. Ashley 
Choong introduced participants to the basics of sourcing 
and supply chains with a focus on the most effective 
modern methods of finding and evaluating sourcing 
suppliers and defining the quality of their products.  
 

The participants were given an overview of the global 
textile and apparel industry supply chain, and will be 
introduced to the top textile exporting countries and 
common terms and requirements of foreign trade 
contracts.   
 

Ms. Ashley Choong says, “During practical exercises, 
participants learned how to independently define the 
quality and characteristics of fabrics. Aiming to improve 

the skills of participants, we taught them where to effectively find material suppliers, how to evaluate them, as well 
as how to use common tests to prepare themselves for sourcing trips. We also showed them ways of identifying 
fabrics by name, to evaluate color shading, to identify fibers, knits, weaves, to understand different yarn sizes, to 
understand the types of dye and the dyeing stages, to find defects in fabrics, to know the common types of finishing 
and their impact on costs, etc.”.  
 

Ms Choong’s mission also included individual consultation visits to some of the partner companies. One of the 
practical purposes of these training courses and individual consultations was to prepare local textile and clothing 
enterprise representatives for the March 2014 visit to the Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics, Shanghai 
wholesale markets, China Textile City in Keqiao. 
 
 

 
 

The results of the ITC study on “Organic cotton production 
and processing in Tajikistan: an assessment of the current 
situation and future potential” were presented and 
discussed at a roundtable on February 25, involving all key 
stakeholders.  
 
The organic-cotton producers, clothing and handicraft 
companies, government agencies, and international 
organizations were brought together by the International 
Trade Centre (ITC) to be acquainted with the key initial 
findings of the ITC study on bio-cotton production and to 
discuss the potential of its integration into the textile and 
clothing sectors’ value chain. The study and assessment have 
been conducted under the new ITC project on 
“Strengthening export competitiveness of SMEs in the textile 
and clothing sector and enhancing trade support institutional capacities” financed by the Government of 
Switzerland within its Trade Cooperation Program (TCP) in Tajikistan.  
 
The feasibility study, conducted by ITC international consultant on organic cotton, Mr. Simon Ferrigno, analyses the 
current status of the organic cotton industry, identifies the needs of the Tajik textile and clothing sector for organic-
cotton and their use of organic cotton, alongside an assessment of their ability to market and sell textiles and 
garments made from organic cotton. At the round table Mr. Ferrigno presented his study highlights, possible 
strategies, and provided practical recommendations on market opportunities for the organic and in-conversion 
cotton products in Tajikistan. 

                                                                                                            Continued at page 5: 

   Bridging bio-cotton with textiles & clothing    



 

 
Continuation from page 4: 
 
Mr. Ferrigno said, “the organic textiles industry is a growing business with a global market value of US$ 8.9 billion. 
Tajikistan contributes a very small percentage of the current supply of organic cotton and none of the demand. 
Although, the current volume of organic cotton in Tajikistan is not significant for the global organic cotton market, 
from a quality point of view, Tajikistan cotton is however rated as higher than global averages, and Tajik cotton is in 
demand by European spinners in the conventional market. From the research, we can conclude that Tajikistan can 
both increase production of organic cotton fibre, and find an industry that could process it. We know the size of the 
market is a possible limitation, that there isn’t enough awareness of certification and market demands, and that 
buyers have unanswered questions over real quality”.  
 
The round table participants were divided into groups to discuss each suggested strategy and provide feedback 
with action points. Based on the results of the study and taking the national stakeholders’ feedback into 
consideration, ITC will elaborate recommendations on the most suitable sales channel for Tajik producers of 
organic and in-conversion cotton, including possible integration into local and international handicrafts and textile 
value chains and also provide realistic and practical suggestions from a market perspective.  
      

 

It is critically important to establish an independent body to 
regulate the national telecommunications trade services and it 
is one of the commitments taken by Tajikistan as a WTO 
member, said ITC International Consultant on WTO 
communications obligations, Carmen Perez, in Dushanbe.  
 

The ITC International Consultant on WTO, Carmen Perez, 
presented the implications stemming from the commitments 
and the WTO framework in relation to communications to 
Tajik media representatives during the press-café conducted 
on March 19, 2014.  
 

More than 20 representatives from the Tajik media, joined by 
private sector and international organization representatives 
attended the press-café organized by the International Trade 
Centre. Ms. Perez, who was on a mission to Tajikistan to deliver a speech 
at the OSCE organized conference on telecommunications and WTO 
obligations, stressed the importance of transparency of regulations, 
independence of telecom regulators (separate from and not accountable 
to any other market player) and the need to set up an interconnection 
dispute settlement mechanism to resolve disputes on interconnection to 
the monopoly/dominant operator.  
 

Mr. Suhrob Odinaev from the Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade and Mr. Jovan Jekic, Senior WTO Adviser from USAID project 
provided a short background of Tajikistan’s accession process to WTO and 
introduced commitments taken by Tajikistan regarding 
telecommunications, current status of the implementation of the key 
commitments, as well as the Government Post WTO accession Action 
Plan.  
 

During the press-café, Mr. Asomuddin Atoev, Chairman of the Tajikistan 
Internet Providers Association, noted that the implementation of the 
commitments taken as a WTO member on communications services by 
Tajik authorities will strengthen the competitiveness of Tajik 
telecommunications companies in the regional market and will contribute 

to a more active participation of 
these companies in the market, 
as well as contribute to an 
increase in investments into the 
Tajikistan communications 
sector. Mr. Atoev also briefed 
the journalists on the challenges 
and opportunities that Tajik 
companies will get from the 
country’s WTO membership.   
 

The journalists expressed 
gratitude to ITC for proving them 
with this opportunity gathering 
all stakeholders of one of the key 
economic sectors under one roof 
to get the answers and 
explanations to their questions 
and asked to continue this 
experience in the future.

    Tajik journalists were introduced to Tajikistan WTO commitments on 
communications 



 

CONTACT 

International Trade Centre, Projects in Tajikistan 

32 Rudaki Street, apt 33. Dushanbe, 734025, Tajikistan  

Tel.: (+992 37) 2219870. Tel/Fax: (+992 37) 223 20 57  

E-Mail: itc.tajikistan@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

WATCH THIS PROGRAMME HERE 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

Weblog: itctj.wordpress.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/InternationalTradeCentre      

YouTube: 

youtube.com/channel/UCGAeI1iA61FIqHUUwxP7xWA  

 

  

    The International Trade Centre (ITC) 
in Tajikistan on YouTube 
 
An increased number of videos from ITC activities in 
Tajikistan resulted in a decision to create a special ITC 
Tajikistan page on YouTube.  
 
YouTube, the world’s most popular video-sharing website, is 
the second social network that ITC Tajikistan has 
approached. It will build closer connections with its online 
beneficiaries, and will give more opportunities to the Tajik 
private sector to become aware of the latest developments of ITC in Tajikistan. We will repost the ITC YouTube 
videos on our Facebook page and website. 
 
ITC Tajikistan plans to expand its social media presence on other popular social networks. 
 
 
 
 

    Safina TV: Do you know what SPS is? 
What about TBT?
 

The third TV programme of the “Big Trade” series 
devoted to Tajikistan’s membership to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) was broadcast by the national TV 
channel “Safina” on 02 January 2014.  
 

Qosim Qurbonov and Farzona Tilavova, ITC national 
consultants, joined a group of government specialists 
to introduce WTO Agreements on SPS and TBT, 
Tajikistan commitments in these spheres, and the 
results of ITC efforts to bring Tajikistan’s SPS and TBT 
spheres into conformity with the WTO requirements.  

Safina TV is the second largest TV channel in the 
country, run by the state and broadcast in Tajik. Its 
programmes are available via satellite and reach the 
whole country via local antennas. The TV programmes 

are supported by the International Trade Centre under 
its WTO project on “Policy Advice and Capacity 
Building” financed by the Government of Switzerland.  

This programme is available to watch on ITC Tajikistan 
YouTube channel, as well as posted on the ITC 
Tajikistan web and Facebook pages. 
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