
 

  
 

Top Tajikistan radio “Vatan” broadcasted ten programmes on the 
benefits and challenges of Tajikistan’s membership in the World Trade 
Organization in its morning and evening prime time in August 2014. 
 

The special series of radio programmes, titled “The International Trade” 
and aired in Tajiki, were prepared by the famous Tajik radio journalist 
Subhon Jalilov, involving ITC, the Ministry of Economic Development 
and Trade officials, independent experts and scholars, as well as 
ordinary people.  
 

Each program lasted for 10 to 15 minutes and  covered different topics 
related to Tajikistan’s accession to WTO, including possible benefits and 
challenges, commitments taken by Tajik Government, SECO and ITC 

support in this area, agriculture, telecommunications, textile and clothing sectors in the light of WTO membership, 
etc.  
 

Mr. Subhon Jalilov, Director of Programmes of ‘’Vatan’’ radio, informed the ITC office in Tajikistan about dozens of 
calls received after each programme. Mr. Jalilov says, “We tried to inform our audience about Tajikistan efforts to 
enter the WTO, the benefits and challenges coming from this membership, and the commitments taken by the 
country in more understandable language.  Until now, only a small group of experts involved in WTO related 
activities were aware of all these issues, and the wider population had less access to information. Thanks to ITC this 
gap has been filled”. 
 

The radio series were also posted on ITC Tajikistan web-page and Facebook page, as well as specially created 
SoundCloud page. You may listen to the programmes online by clicking on the name of the programme in the list 
below.  
 

 
1. History of WTO, brief to Tajikistan's efforts to join the WTO. August 14 
2. Tajikistan's benefits and challenges from WTO's accession. August 18 
3. SECO and ITC's role in Tajikistan's accession to WTO. August 19 
4. Tajikistan in WTO: Benefits and challenges for agricultural sector. August 20 
5. Tajikistan in WTO: Benefits and challenges for communications sector. August 21 
6. The European Union’s Generalised System of Preferences schemes. August 22 
7. Tajikistan in WTO: Benefits and challenges for textiles and clothing sector. August 25 
8. ITC Business Guide on Tajikistan's WTO accession commitments. August 26 
9. ITC study on trade obstacles Tajik companies faced in export. August 27 
10. Tajikistan's National Food Safety Strategy. August 28 
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A record number of Tajik textile and clothing companies 
represented the country in the leading international textiles 
and apparel trade fair “Textillegprom” on 23 to 26 September 
in Moscow.  
 

For the fourth consecutive year the International Trade Centre 
organized participation of companies from Tajikistan at this 
largest specialized industry event in the Russian Federation. 
The number of Tajik companies attending the fair has 
increased from seven in 2011 to 13 in 2014. This year Tajikistan 
had two stands exhibiting the products of the following 
companies: “Fayzi Istiqlol-2011”, “Firuz”, “Leader”, “Nafisa”, 
“Nassoji Khujand”, “Nekoo Khujand”, “Nohid”, “Olim Textile”, 
“Ortex”, “Rahimov A.A.”, “Resandai Qurghonteppa”, “Tenta 
Kulyab”, and “Textile City”. 
 

“Textillegprom”, also called the Federal Trade Fair for Textile 
and Light Industry Goods and Equipment, is held twice a year 
and serves as a meeting place for around 2,000 trade and 
industrial companies.  More than 35,000 specialists visit the 
fair. Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC National Programme 
Manager in Tajikistan, believes that, the fair brings together 
the following key elements: timing, location, large number of 
buyers and visitors, focus on the Russian and regional market, 
and a platform for several product categories.  
 

He adds: “The exhibition is an excellent opportunity for Tajik 
textile and clothing companies to show and promote their 
products to a wide range of buyers – sales agents, primarily 
wholesalers and retailers – from Russia and other countries, to 
establish direct business contacts with potential clients and to 
diversify their orders. This will increase opportunities for 
cooperation, and will also present challenges due to the tough 
competition in the Russian market. Russia is the main and most 
attractive market for Tajikistan’s textile exports due to its size 
and volume, tight economic relationships, geographical 
closeness, relatively favourable market entry conditions and 
existing cultural links with Tajikistan. ‘Textillegprom’ is a good 
opportunity for Tajik exporters to research and better 
understand the Russian market requirements by interacting 
with exhibitors and potential buyers from all regions of Russia.”         
 

  



 

 

A special 6-day learning course on ISO 9001:2008 certified 
by the International Registry of Certified Auditors (IRCA) 
was held for Tajik textile and clothing stakeholders from 
August 11 to August 16, 2014 in Norak town with main aim 
to prepare the local lead auditors on ISO 9001.  
 

The training gave an opportunity for the representatives 
from the textile and clothing enterprises and local business 
support services organizations to learn about principles of 
implementing and realization of Quality Management 
System according to ISO 9001 standard, and also to explain 
the audit process, covering audit planning, conduct, 
reporting and follow up activities in accordance with ISO 
9001.  
 

The workshop was conducted by the ITC international 
consultant Mr. Subhash Arora. According to Mr. Arora, the ISO 9001:2008 quality management system is generic in 
nature and applicable to all companies, regardless of the type and size of the business, including small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs), and they are applicable to all categories of goods and services. He says, “One of the main 
advantages of the ISO 9001:2008 is its focus on the "process" management of the activity and the system approach 
in the field of quality assurance. Implementation of the ISO 9001 standards will allow a company to improve the 
effectiveness of the quality management system in meeting customer requirements”.  
 

The participants who passed the written exam got certificates issued by German company “TUV NORD CERT 
CmbH”. 
 
 

 

The impact of the Republic of Tajikistan’s 
membership in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
for its food and agriculture sector was discussed in 
Dushanbe on 30 September 2014.  
 

A workshop followed by a press-café for journalists 
on WTO accession with a particular emphasis on the 
food and agriculture was organized by the 
International Trade Centre (ITC) in Dushanbe city. 
Representatives of related sectors, related 
governmental agencies, international organisations, 
and media participated at the event to discuss the 
WTO requirements for the targeted sector, the 
benefits and challenges the sector gain and face from 
country’s accession to the WTO, as well as the impact 
of Tajikistan’s membership to the WTO for its food 
and agriculture sector.  
 

Mr. Paolo R. Vergano, expert in international trade, 
introduced the workshop and press-café participants 
to the relevant WTO agreements and frameworks, as 
well as to the sector of food and agriculture in light of 
WTO accession and its role in Tajikistan’s economy 
and exports. Mr. Vergano also shared his view on the 
impact of Tajikistan’s accession to WTO for these 
sectors. He said: “Despite the possible negative 
impacts from WTO accession to the private sector in 

the short run, as a result of introducing a more 
transparent, secure and predictable trading 
framework, the positive effects of WTO accession will 
likely be felt in the medium or long term. I would 
recommend continuing familiarization of the Tajik 
business community with the opportunities stemming 
from WTO accession, securing industries’ interests 
through continuous engagement in trade 
negotiations and technical discussions, as well as the 
provision of access to the relevant WTO mechanisms 
and instruments for Tajikistan’s food and agriculture 
sector”. 



 

  

 

The key elements of the Tajikistan National Food Safety 
Strategy were the focus of a roundtable organized on 23 
September 2014 by the International Trade Centre (ITC) 
and the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of 
Tajikistan in Dushanbe city. 
 

Stakeholders, including members of the inter-ministerial 
working group on developing the National Food Safety 
Strategy consisting of senior officials from the relevant 
ministries and agencies, private sector and other interested 
national stakeholders discussed the proposed structure, 
key elements and strategies of the National Strategy on 
Food Safety.  
 

Development of the National Food Safety Strategy of 
Tajikistan is one of the major activities of the country’s 
National Post-WTO Accession Plan. Dr. Namrata Wakhaloo, 
ITC international consultant on food safety, says “the strategy will serve as a roadmap for the Government of 
Tajikistan to establish a cost effective and efficient system for achieving the level of food safety that is acceptable 
for the consumers. The proposed structure of the Strategy, in addition to describing food safety challenges in the 
country, will analyse the current national food control system to identify the gaps with regard to an effective and 
efficient food control system, and highlight the main activities and timeframe to be undertaken to achieve the food 
safety policy”.  
 

At the roundtable the senior executive representatives from the related governmental agencies also discussed the 
institutional arrangements and coordination mechanism for implementing the strategy, as well as agreed on crucial 
actions have to be taken to implement the strategy and its financial implications.  
 

The working group on development of the food safety 
strategy was founded as a result of joint ITC and MEDT 
efforts in April 2014. The ITC has provided the working 
group with technical support, including guidance and 
consultation for development of the strategy.  
 

The ITC is providing assistance to the Republic of 
Tajikistan in the food safety area since 2011, when it 
developed a matrix of agencies responsible for food 
safety in Tajikistan, which helped to identify gaps and 
duplication of activities, and served as a basis for 
recommendations on revising the distribution of roles and 
responsibilities between agencies. 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

CONTACT 

International Trade Centre, Projects in Tajikistan 

32 Rudaki Street, apt 33. Dushanbe, 734025, Tajikistan  

Tel.: (+992 37) 2219870. Tel/Fax: (+992 37) 223 20 57  

E-Mail: itc.tajikistan@gmail.com   

 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

Weblog: itctj.wordpress.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/InternationalTradeCentre      

YouTube: 

youtube.com/channel/UCGAeI1iA61FIqHUUwxP7xWA  

 

mailto:itc.tajikistan@gmail.com
http://www.itctj.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/InternationalTradeCentre
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGAeI1iA61FIqHUUwxP7xWA

