
The activities, achievements and challenges, as well as future plans of 
the International Trade Centre (ITC) in Tajikistan were discussed at 
the Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting conducted on 16 
October 2014 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. 
 

Currently, ITC runs three projects in the Republic of Tajikistan, funded 
by the Government of Switzerland, within its Trade Cooperation 
Program (TCP). The PSC was established to support the projects’ 
activities and to ensure the transparency in implementation, as well 
as to secure that the projects’ outputs respond to the country’s 
priorities. The PSC consists of representatives from relevant ministries 
and state agencies, the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs 
(SECO), ITC and the Tajik private sector.  
 

This PSC meeting followed two high ranking international economic events held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan on 14-15 
October - the Financial Times-EBRD Leadership Forum, and the Tajikistan Economic and Investment Forum, . Mr. 
Saidrahmon Nazriev, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan, opened 
the PSC meeting and evaluated the results of the ITC activities in Tajikistan as successful, highlighting ITC’s 
contribution in the development of the textile and clothing sector, assistance in implementation of Tajikistan’s 
commitments under the World Trade Organization (WTO) and raising awareness of the public and private sectors 
about the WTO Agreements. Ms. Anne de Chambrier, SECO Programme Manager, who attended both forums, also 
addressed participants of the PSC meeting. Mr. Armen Zargaryan, ITC’s Programme Coordinator, marked the 
important aspects of the projects’ outcomes in 2013-2014 were:  
 

 Participation of Tajik textile & clothing enterprises in the international trade fairs in Istanbul and Moscow;  

 Sourcing mission to China for textile and clothing companies;  

 Series of WTO awareness workshops for representatives of different economic sectors of the country;  

 WTO awareness raising through media campaigns and printed materials; 

 Initiating preparation of the Tajikistan National Food Safety Strategy;  

 Conducting a study on the trade barriers faced by Tajik exporters on foreign markets;  

 Categorizing of obligations under the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement;  

 Organizing trainings for the Tajik textile and clothing companies;  

 Conducting studies on organic cotton and tourism potentials in Tajikistan;  

 Preparing local auditors on ISO 9001, etc.     
 

ITC projects in the Republic of Tajikistan: 

- Components One and Two of SECO’s Trade Cooperation Programme in Tajikistan. The main objective of the project is to 

help Tajikistan bring its trade regime into conformity with WTO rules, strengthen public and private sectors’ knowledge of the 

opportunities and threats of WTO accession and improve the capacities of SQAM, SPS and TBT. 

- Component Four of SECO’s Trade Cooperation Programme in Tajikistan. Under this component, ITC aims to increase the 

export competitiveness of the textile and clothing sector, by providing the sector specific support to SMEs and relevant trade 

support institutions (TSIs), as well as supporting respective stakeholders in taking a strategic approach to the sector’s 

development. ITC will also explore the challenges and development potential of the tourism and handicraft sectors in Tajikistan, 

outlining relevant trade related technical assistance priorities. 
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From 1 to 6 December 2014, a delegation of clothing 
designers and design professors from Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan conducted a week-long study tour to Singapore.  
 

The objective of the study tour was to improve design 
capacities of the participating Tajik and Kyrgyz companies 
and institutions on textile and clothing through workshop 
lectures, hands-on activities, studio design visits and visits to 
major retailers to study, as well as to understand and gain 
exposure in the areas of product design, product 
development and garment construction.  
 

Ms. Nargiza Abdumajidova, ITC Tajikistan programs associate, 
who accompanied the group, said: 'This visit provided Tajik and 
Kyrgyz textile and clothing industry an opportunity to better 
understand the requirements of market, to better prepare for 
enhanced market competitiveness and export market 
diversifications.  
 

During the study tour, the key learning areas included market 
research through websites, creation of design boards, identify 
textiles, knowing about embellishments and their applications in 
design'.  
 

During their visit the group of clothing design specialists from 
two Central Asian republics attended a workshop on Support 
Apparel Product Development.  
 

The workshop was conducted by Textile & Fashion Industry 
Training Center Pte Ltd (TaF.tc) (The Academy of Fashion 
Professions). TaF.tc  is the training arm of the TaF.f (Textile & 
Fashion Federation). It is also the first Continuing Education and 
Training Centre (CET) for the textile and fashion industry in 
Singapore, with the vision of becoming the leading capability 
developer in the global fashion industry in the region.  
 

The delegation also visited successful design studios such as 
Raoul and Ghim Li Global.  
 

Raoul is a Singaporean fashion and leather goods brand whose 
clothes were worn by such celebrities as Rebecca Romijn, 
Jennifer Lawrence, Lea Michele, Kelly Rutherford, Pixie Lott, and 
Royalties, including the Duchess of Cambridge, Kate Middleton.  
 

Ghim Li is one of the largest garment factories and exporters in 
Singapore with factories in Indonesia, Cambodia, Malaysia, China 

and Sri Lanka with a workforce of 15,000 employees 
producing 65 million pieces of knitted garments annually for 
retailers such as Macy’s, Walmart, C&A, El Corte Ingles.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ITC mission to assess Tajik textile companies was concluded on 28 November2014 with a workshop for the 
representatives of Tajik textile and clothing sector conducted in Dushanbe. 
 

During a mission that lasted from 19 to 28 November 2014, ITC 
International Consultant on Textiles and Senior Advisor, Rajesh 
Bheda Consulting (India), Mr. Munish Tyagi, visited more than 10 
Tajik textile companies in Dushanbe, Khatlon, and Sughd. The 
mission was aimed to assess the spinning, weaving, dyeing and 
knitting operations of the Tajik companies. During the two half-
day workshops held in Khujand on November 25 and Dushanbe 
on November 28, Mr. Tyagi shared his findings and provided 
preliminary recommendations and best practices to be adopted 
by Tajik companies. The workshops were designed to assist the 
Tajik companies to improve operations and address some 
challenges they face. 
 

During his visits to the companies, Mr. Tyagi also provided advices 
on technology options on need basis. He is expected to provide 
more detailed recommendations on the next steps to be taken by Tajik textile enterprises in order to improve the 
products and enter new markets.  
 
 

 

ITC assists Tajik craft producers to be well prepared in order to represent Tajikistan at the leading international 
trade fairs – Ambiente in Frankfurt (13-17 February 2015) and Podarki in Moscow (16-19 March 2015). 
 

To reach the goal a team of ITC international consultants on 
marketing and design - Mr. Alfons Eiligmann, Ms. Gabriela Byrde, 
and Ms. Elina Mannurova visited Tajikistan with a special 4-days 
mission from 1 to 4 December. The ITC experts conducted 
special training sessions and individual works for the 
representatives of the Union of Crafts of Tajikistan and other 
crafts producers.  
 

During the specialized workshops, attendees were familiarized 
with Ambiente, the world’s largest trade fair for home 
accessories and gift articles, and Podarki, CIS biggest fair for 
gifts, crafts and décor items. With over 4,700 exhibitors from 
about 90 countries, and about 145,000 trade visitors from 160 
countries annually, Ambiente is the world's most important 
consumer goods trade fair. Podarki international fair in Moscow 

hit the record number of trade visitors last autumn having 42,700 guests and 669 exhibited companies from Russia, 
CIS and other countries. Both fairs are a unique platform to showcase an international range of consumer goods.  
 

During workshops in Dushanbe participants were informed about the market opportunities and the international 
design trends, and the showcase results of past participations to the trade fair. Mr. Alfons Eiligmann, ITC 
international consultant on marketing, says that during the mission the ITC team: ‘worked on product selection and 
development, as well as on the preparation of the sale kit and check regulations, export facilities, etc. The 
participants were given a first overview to the fair, the suitable products and how to be prepared to receive and 
answer the orders. Organizational issues, design trends and design development, and how to make the best use of 
the fair in the company’s marketing were also in focus of our work with Tajik craftsmen’. 
 

Since the beginning of its work in Tajikistan in 2002, ITC annually supports its focused private sector to enter the 
foreign markets through improving products, deepening design and marketing skills, as well as establishing 
international contacts through participation at the international fairs.   
 



 

 

It is with deep sorrow and sadness we share with you the 
passing away of Mr. Mizrobkhon Dehqonov, a man who 
greatly contributed to the development of the agriculture 
in Tajikistan and Tajikistan’s accession to WTO. 
 

Mr. Dehqonov, a graduate of the Moscow Institute of 
Agricultural Production Engineers, devoted 35 years of his 
life to the development of the agricultural sector in 
Tajikistan. As a staff of the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Tajikistan for the last 15 years, he was 
responsible for the international economic relations and 
the international trade policy. He played an important 
role at all stages of negotiations on WTO membership as 
a member of interagency committee on Tajikistan’s 
accession to WTO.  
 

Mr. Dehqonov is a co-author of the Green Conception of 
Dushanbe, the Program of Development of 
Agroprocessing industry in Tajikistan, the Program of a 
“Single Window” on simplification of export and import 
procedures of the Republic of Tajikistan, and of many 
other sector programs.      
 

Mr. Dehqonov has also greatly contributed to the 
implementation of ITC projects in Tajikistan serving as an 
important governmental partner for ITC’s projects, as 
well as assisting ITC in awareness raising of the Tajik 
business on the WTO obligations as a national consultant.   
 

It has always been a pleasure to work with such a 
dedicated professional and nice person. 
 

The ITC team would like to express its profound sympathy 
and condolences to the bereaved family of the late Mr. 
Dehqonov. 
 

May his soul rest in peace and may the bereaved family 
be blessed with spiritual fortitude. 
 
******************************************************* 

[Mr. Dehqonov] was a very committed and knowledgeable 
person who contributed a lot to WTO accession process of 
Tajikistan. A process which the Swiss government has 
followed carefully and supported in the last years. We will 
deeply remember the important role of him [Irenka Krone-
Germann, State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)] 
 

Really so sad. My condolences to his family. May Allah 
bless him with mercy and peace in the next life. Inna lillahi 
va inna ilaihi rojiun [Inoyat Kasimov, MEDT]  
 

He was really very committed and knowledgeable person 
who contributed a lot to WTO accession process of 
Tajikistan and very nice person…..It is very sad! [Malika 
Ibrohimova, SECO in Tajikistan] 
 

He was a man of a bright soul, and never lost his courage 
[Larisa Kislyakova, ABBAT]  
 

That is really so sad. He really had a great contribution to 
the historical event. May he rest in peace and may his 
family have the courage to coup up with the loss [Namrata 
Vakhaloo, ITC]  

Sad news, indeed. Without him things would have been 
different; his contribution was invaluable. We all learned 
from him, both as a good man and an expert. I am sure 
that his soul is in a better place now [Jovan N. Jekic, Senior 
WTO Adviser, USAID Project] 
 

He was a good man and had a young soul [Rahat 
Toktonaliev, ITC]  
 

I saw a missed call from him about three weeks ago, he 
sounded in so good mood when I called him back. But, no 
surprise, since he was always in great mood when he 
heard one of his friends voice. Such a bad news [Parviz 
Kamoliddinov, USAID Project] 
 

This is very sad news for all of us. He did a lot for his 
country and people who ever worked with him. I 
personally will remember him. [Edil Kalashev, ITC]  
 

This is sad news indeed. Mr Dehkonov contributed 
significantly to our project activities and will be missed 
[Shyam Kumar Gujadhur, ITC] 



 

 

On 28-29 October 2014, ITC conducted a two-day 
advanced course on the trade-defense instruments 
under the WTO framework for the Tajikistan public and 
private sectors in Dushanbe. 
 

Participants were familiarized with the procedural 
aspects of trade defense instruments available under 
the WTO legal framework. The training curriculum 
included subjects such as the procedure of submitting 
anti-dumping and/or anti-subsidies complaint 
applications, initiating and conducting trade 
investigation, introduction of new trade defense 
instruments and informing of any such action, etc.  
 

To ease the learning process, several examples were 
provided on introduction of the trade defense 
instruments by countries in the Eurasian Customs 
Union and  in Ukraine. 
   

Mr. Yuriy Rudyuk, ITC international consultant on trade 
defense instruments under WTO and this workshop 
trainer, commented: ‘While discussing the case studies, 
we focused on lessons already learned and on-going 
developments of the trade-defense instruments 
systems in the selected CIS countries. We also talked 
about the legal framework of the European Union in 
the sphere of trade-defense’. 
 

The WTO is an international organization established in 
1995 regulating trade among its Members. The WTO is 
primarily concerned with the creation of a more open, 
free and fair trade environment where all Members 
have equal access to wealth gains.  
 

With its accession on 2 March 2013, Tajikistan has 
become the 159th WTO Member. 
 

The impact of the Republic of Tajikistan’s membership 
in the WTO for its metallurgy sector was discussed in 
Dushanbe on 1 October 2014. 
 

A workshop followed by a press-café for journalists on 
accession of Tajikistan with a particular emphasis on 
the metallurgy sector was organized by ITC in 
Dushanbe. Representatives of related sectors, related 
governmental agencies, international organisations 
and media discussed the WTO requirements for the 
targeted sector, benefits and challenges the sector 
gains and faces from the country’s accession to WTO, 
as well as the impact of Tajikistan’s accession for its 
metallurgy sector.  
 

Mr. Paolo R. Vergano, expert in international trade, 
familiarized the workshops’ and press-café’s 
participants with the relevant WTO agreements and 
frameworks, as well as introduced the participants to 
the role of the sector of metallurgy in Tajikistan’s 
economy and exports in light of WTO accession. 
 

Mr. Vergano also shared his view on the impact of 
Tajikistan’s accession to WTO. He said: ‘Despite the 
possible negative impacts from WTO accession to the 
private sector in the short run, as a result of introducing 
a more transparent, secure and predictable trading 
framework, the positive effects of WTO accession will 
likely be felt in the medium or long term. I would 
recommend continuing familiarization of the Tajik 
business community with the opportunities stemming 
from WTO accession, securing industry’’ interests 
through continuous engagement in trade negotiations 
and technical discussions, as well as the provision of 
access to the relevant WTO mechanisms and 
instruments for Tajikistan’s metallurgy sector’. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

CONTACT 

International Trade Centre, Projects in Tajikistan 

32 Rudaki Street, apt 33. Dushanbe, 734025, Tajikistan  

Tel.: (+992 37) 2219870. Tel/Fax: (+992 37) 223 20 57  

E-Mail: itc.tajikistan@gmail.com   

 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

Weblog: itctj.wordpress.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/InternationalTradeCentre      

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/itctajikistan  
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