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“Our company is the only knitting company in southern part of Sughd 
province. We benefitted a lot from partnership with ITC – learning new 
techniques and entering new markets. Now, I’m proud to say that 
“Nohid” is a leading textile and clothing company in Tajikistan, which  
has participated  in nine “Textillegprom” fairs in Moscow since 2012, and 
each time has returned home with new contracts”. 
 
Rasul Fozilov, Deputy General Director, “Nohid” (pictured) 
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To New Year with a new program! 
International Trade Centre (ITC) has 
started 2018 with implementation of 
a new program aimed at boosting 
textile and clothing export from 
Tajikistan. The Republic of Tajikistan 
is one of the five countries, together 
with Kyrgyzstan, Egypt, Morocco, 
and Tunisia, selected to be part of 
the new Global Textiles and Clothing 
programme (GTEX), financed by the 
Government of Switzerland and 
implemented by the ITC.  
 
The new four-year programme 
(2018-2021) will stimulate 
employment and income generation 
along the textile and clothing value chain. The programme is intended to help the selected countries to build 
competitive, sustainable businesses and to create long-term employment, especially for women and young 
people.  
 
Textiles and clothing is considered as one of key and promising export sectors of the economy of Tajikistan. It is 
the second largest exporting industry in the country. While cotton-rich Tajikistan currently exports around 90% 
of its annually produced cotton fibre, the country makes strategic steps in order to develop the whole chain of 
processing raw material into a ready product and entering the foreign markets with “Made-in-Tajikistan” 
clothing products. 
 
Mr. Zavqi Zavqizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
highlights the importance of the textile and clothing sector in the country’s economy: “Tajikistan is a cotton 
producing country and we are attempting to ensure full processing of cotton within the country to produce final 
products. By supporting the textile and clothing sector, our partners from the Government of Switzerland and 
ITC assist us in achieving one of Tajikistan’s key strategic priorities shifting from agro-industrial to industrial-
agriculture based economy”.  
 
Building upon the achievements of previous ITC interventions in the textile and clothing sector in Tajikistan, the 
new project will continue to support selected textile and clothing companies by connecting them to markets 
and value chains. These companies will benefit from job security and possible increased earnings through an 
increased competitiveness of their companies and the sector as a whole.  
 
The project will also assist Tajik trade support institutions to improve and sustain their operational and 
managerial capacities further to offer a wider range of quality services to the country’s textile and clothing 
sector.  
 
The ITC focuses on the textile and clothing sector of Tajikistan since 2009. Mr. Armen Zargaryan, ITC’s 
Programme Coordinator for the Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, says: “The choice of the sector is 
driven by the fact that it has a high potential for growth and making a significant contribution to the country’s 
export diversification. The sector also has significant opportunities in terms of employment generation, 
particularly for women”. 



The Union of Private Sector Development of 
Tajikistan (UPSD) signed an agreement on 
cooperation with the National Association of 
Textile and Light Industry Enterprises of the 
Russian Federation on March 20, 2018 in 
Moscow.  
 
The agreement will contribute to further 
inclusion of Tajik textile and clothing 
companies to the Russian market.  
 

The agreement comes as a part of the 50th 
anniversary of “ Textillegprom”, the biggest 
specialized industry event in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, 
which was held from 20 to 23 March in 
Moscow. This year six Tajik companies 
represented the country at the 
“Textillegprom” fair: “HIMA Textile” (Yovon), 
“Nohid” (Istaravshan), “Mehrovar” (Bokhtar, 
former Qurghonteppa), “Ortex” (Khujand), 
“Sumaya” (Lakhsh), and “Vahdat Textile” 
(Yovon). The “ACT Development Group”, ITC 
local partner, guided the delegation 
throughout the fair.  
 

The Federal Trade Fair “Textillegprom” is a unique platform to exhibit and view an entire range of textile 
industry goods, from raw materials and equipment to finished products. The fair serves as a meeting place for 
wholesale buyers and industry experts from around 30 countries.  
 

Mr. Faizali Rajabov, the UPSD Chairman, says: “This is the tenth participation of our companies at this fair and 
all thanks to the ITC. As a result of participation in „Textillegprom“ during these years, Tajik companies signed 
multimillion contracts with foreign companies and raised the image of Tajikistan as a producer of high quality 
textile and clothing products. We look forward to increasing our presence in the Russian market”.  
 

The Tajik delegation met potential trade partners and new modern technologies and products. In addition, the 
Tajik delegation had an opportunity to attend research and training conferences, workshops and roundtable 
discussions. 
 

Ms. Yasmine Gouedard, Ambassador of France to Tajikistan, paid a visit to ITC office in Dushanbe on 14 March 
to learn more about ITC activities in Tajikistan, as well as textile and clothing business opportunities and 
challenges in the country. Ambassador Gouedard was accompanied by her colleagues from the Economic 
Section of the French Embassy in Kazakhstan. 
 
At the meeting, Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC National Programme Manager in Tajikistan, introduced the 
French guests with ITC activities and achievements in Tajikistan in the agro-processing and textile and clothing 



sectors. Mr. Kamolov said that textile and clothing sector in Tajikistan has a great potential to grow and employ 
more vulnerable segments of the Tajik society, such as women and youth. He said that Tajik textile and clothing 
sector has a potential to diversify the exports of Tajikistan, thus opening new business opportunities not only for 
the local companies, but also for European markets and companies.  

 
Ambassador Gouedard mentioned that currently 
one of priorities of the French embassy is to help 
Tajikistan improve the economic situation and 
they are thinking about launching new 
development projects. The French Ambassador 
informed ITC about the plan to organize a visit of 
French businessmen and business associations to 
Tajikistan this summer aimed at establishing links 
between French and Tajik entrepreneurs.  

 
 
Both sides agreed to stay in touch and discuss further opportunities for cooperation in the future.   
 
In 2010 and 2011 ITC had organized participation of delegations composed of Tajik textile, clothing, and artisan 
companies at international fairs in Paris – TexWorld, Premier Vision Pluriel, and Ethical Fashion Show. 
 

 Ms. Anna Brezhneva, ITC International Consultant, completed an introductory visit to Tajikistan on 05-
14 February to assess the Tajik trade support institutions working in the textile and clothing sector and to 
help them in building institutional improvement roadmaps.  

Ms. Brezhneva met with representatives of the the Union of Private Sector Development of Tajikistan, sector 
related universities, and local consulting companies in Dushanbe and Khujand. During meetings, Ms. 
Brezhneva was briefed about the capacities and potentials of the institutions, as well as their needs and 
challenges. The collected information will be analysed and used to determine what further support ITC will 
provide to these organizations under the new Global Textile and Clothing Programme (GTEX) project.  

 Under the trade facilitation component of the GTEX project, Mr. Pierre Bonthonneau, ITC Trade 
Facilitation Adviser, and Ms. Alina Fetisova, ITC Trade Facilitation Consultant to Tajikistan, visited 
Dushanbe on 19 - 23 February 2018 to meet with officials and stakeholders, discuss and validate the new 
managing body for the Tajik CCTF – the Permanent Technical Secretariat (PTS), discuss its structure and 
responsibilities, as well as prepare for the next CCTF meeting.  

The to-be-established PTS will be staffed with experienced employees from the Ministry of Economic 
Development and Trade of Tajikistan, and will be tasked to provide secretariat support to the CCTF, its chairs 
and related technical working groups, as well as will run Tajikistan’s trade facilitation portal. 

Ms. Ambassador requested to facilitate the visit 
of French entrepreneurs to some of the ITC 
partner companies and Mr. Kamolov expressed 
readiness to support. 


