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In the picture: Prof. Gulrukhsor Umarova, Technological 
University of Tajikistan, looks for similarities in Pakistani 

and Tajik embroidery styles. Faisalabad, 14/03/2019  
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Pakistan Textile in Numbers: 

Ranked at world’s top 10 textile producers 

Provides 9% of global textile needs 

The 8th largest exporter of textile commodities 
in Asia 

Contributes 5% to global spinning capacity 

The 4th largest producer of cotton in Asia 

The sector employs almost every 2nd Pakistani 
worker  

The textile is the largest (1st) manufacturing 
industry in Pakistan 

 
 

A delegation consisting of managers and 
representatives from 12 textile and clothing 
(T&C) companies, two consulting companies, 
two universities, as well as the Union of 
Private Sector Development and the 
Ministry of Industry and New Technologies 
of Tajikistan visited Lahore and Faisalabad 
cities during a business study tour that took 
place from 9 to 16 March 2019. This was the 
first time ever that Tajik T&C companies 
conducted such a tour to Pakistan, which is 
among top 10 textile producers in the world. 
 
The study tour was organized in close 
cooperation with the USAID funded project 
“Pakistan Regional Economic Integration Activity” (PREIA). The initiative helped Tajik T&C companies gain exposure to 
the textile value chain in Pakistan, including the use of technology and manufacturing practices, establish business 
contacts, explore the possibility of sourcing materials as well as understand the retail environment.  
 
The Tajik delegation visited such renowned companies as Nishat, Sapphire Group, Shahkam Industries, Sadaqat 
Textiles, Masood Textile, Sitara Group, Interloop Limited and others and got acquainted with their technology and 
manufacturing processes. This was a unique opportunity for the companies to learn best practices and establish direct 
business contacts with key sector players of Pakistan. Visits to local enterprises resulted in establishing direct contacts 
between companies of two countries, discussing cooperation on importing fabrics and technology, founding joint 
factories and inviting Pakistani experts to Tajikistan, as well as signing preliminary agreements.   

 
During the study tour, the delegation also discussed the 
possibility of establishing partnerships and exchange 
programmes between Tajik and Pakistani educational 
institutions that train specialists for the T&C industry. As a 
result, the Technological University of Tajikistan signed a 
letter of intent with the Pakistan Institute of Fashion and 
Design. Also, the Tajik delegation visited Pakistan Institute 
of Fashion and Design in Lahore and the Faisalabad National 
Textile University. During the visits, the educational process 
of future textile specialists was presented to Tajik academia 
and textile sector representatives.  
 
The study tour was also an opportunity for the Tajik 
delegation to communicate with Pakistani sectoral 
associations and unions as well as business service providers 
working in the T&C industry. Pakistani sectoral associations 
introduced Tajik delegation to the textile industry of 
Pakistan, its strengths and capacities, as well as cooperation 
opportunities the Pakistani textile industry can offer 

Tajikistan. The Union of Private Sector Development of 
Tajikistan signed three MOUs – with All Pakistan Textile Processing Mills Association (APTPMA), Pakistan Textile 
Exporters Association (PTEA), and Pakistan Readymade Garments Manufactures & Exporters Association (PRGMEA).  
 
The delegation also visited logistics centres and retail outlets in Lahore and Faisalabad.     
 



  
 

For the eighth time, Tajikistan exhibited its cotton 
yarn to a wide range of international buyers at the 
International Istanbul Yarn Fair, one of the biggest 
yarn fairs in the world that was held from 28 
February to 02 March 2019 in the Turkish business 
capital.  
 
Five Tajik spinning companies – “HIMA-Textile”, 
“RBT Resandai Tojikiston”, “Resandai 
Kurghonteppa”, “Spitamen Textiles”, and “Vahdat” 
continued a good tradition of the Tajikistan 
participation at this leading specialized exhibition. 
The representative of “ACT Development Group”, 
an ITC local partner, guided the delegation 
throughout the fair.  
 
During three days of the event, about 500 visitors visited the Tajik booth. Tajik companies had an opportunity to work 
with a large number of potential customers and made initial agreements totaling about USD 1,8 mln. Additionally, two 
contracts on export of yarn were signed for a total amount of USD 320,000. At the fair, Tajik companies also gained 
valuable market insights, established new business contacts, expanded their potential buyers’ portfolio, learnt about 
the new equipment, technologies and new trends in the textile industry, collected plenty of useful information about 
the market, competitors, etc. 
 
The International Istanbul Yarn Fair serves as a meeting point for about 10,000 visitors from 22 countries. The fair 
brings industry leaders, who shape the international yarn market, together. Named as “the heart of yarn industry in 
Eurasia”, the exhibition displays different types of yarn, fiber, textile machinery, and much more. The fair is an excellent 
opportunity for the Tajik spinning companies to show and promote their products to a wide range of buyers (sales 
agents, wholesalers and retailers) from Turkey and other countries. 
 

  
 

Tajikistan has become the third country globally to create and operationalize, with ITC assistance, its Trade Facilitation 
Portal. The Portal will be officially launched on 26 April 2019. We have asked Ms. Alina Fetisova, ITC Trade Facilitation 
Consultant to Tajikistan, to tell us about this platform and its role.  

 
Please, tell us about the Portal. What is it, who will manage it, 
who is the audience, what are the benefits, and how it will 
help the Tajik economy?  
 

The Trade Facilitation Portal is an online platform that provides 
step-by-step description of import and export procedures from 
the trader’s point of view. It displays, in a user-friendly manner, 
all the documents and forms (i.e. license, permits, 
certificates…) that businesses must submit and/or collect from 
each border regulatory agency and highlights the fees and 
charges that traders will be required to pay. 
 

The trade facilitation portal is a key tool for transparency that 
benefits businesses as well as Tajikistan government. For 
traders, it gives a detailed picture of what needs to be done to 
comply with national regulations. It thus reduces the time and 
cost invested by traders to obtain and analyse trade related 
information and minimize the risk of shipment being delayed at 
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the border due to non-compliance with import/export requirements. For policymakers, it helps with the identification 
of all unnecessary redundancies and administrative bottlenecks. The TF Portal will thus assist the Government of 
Tajikistan, through the Coordinating Committee on Trade Facilitation (CCTF), to streamline and simplify trade processes 
for the benefit of Tajikistan’s business community. Having all this information available on the internet is a part of 
Tajikistan’s obligations under the WTO TFA (Article 1.2).  
 

What was the role of ITC in developing and operationalizing this platform?  
 

The Tajikistan Trade Facilitation Portal is implemented by ITC and the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of 
the Republic of Tajikistan (MEDT) in close cooperation with SECO, UNCTAD, UNDP and OSCE. ITC has been providing 
technical support to establish the portal and build national capacity to operate it effectively. In one year and a half, 39 
product specific export and import procedures were documented and continuously updated on the portal under ITC 
guidance. These procedures were also certified by border regulatory agencies in order to validate that displayed 
information is correct and traders can benefit from it. In order to keep the portal fully operational over time, ITC and 
MEDT have agreed on governance structure of the portal and are organizing trainings on portal operationalisation for 
Permanent Technical Secretariat of CCTF to ensure sustainability of the platform in the future.  
 

Currently ITC continues providing advisory services for improving the portal and is preparing for its official launch. As a 
next step, ITC would like to explore possibilities to assist policy makers in leveraging information in the portal to design 
simplification reforms. 
 

  
 

Mr. Fayzalli Rajabov, Chairman of Board of the Union of Private Sector Development of Tajikistan (UPSD), has kindly 
agreed to briefly tell our readers about the T&C sector of Tajikistan and current activities of the organization he leads.  
 

What is the importance of the T&C sector for Tajikistan economy? 
 

The sector is a high priority for the country’s economy. Its development will 
result in increased contribution of the sector to GDP, export diversification, 
creation of new job opportunities, especially for women, and thus creation 
of additional sources of revenues. Development of the local T&C industry 
can decrease import of ready garments, and contribute to the achievement 
of one of the new strategic goals of the government – industrialization. 
 

What are the UPSD plans to contribute to the development of the sector 
and how implementation of your plans will help Tajikistan T&C sector to 
be competitive in internal and regional markets? 
 

In 2018 we have established a separate department on light industry under 
the UPSD, and so far it has brought 31 T&C companies together under one 
umbrella. Last year we conducted a series of roundtables “Discussion of the 
issues related to development of the T&C sector of Tajikistan” in different 
regions of Tajikistan.  The main objectives of the roundtables were 
discussing with the T&C stakeholders from both public and private sectors 
the current challenges of the T&C industry in Tajikistan, as well as determining the key priorities for its development. I 
think it is important to conduct such events to improve the dialogue and collaboration between different sector players 
(relevant ministries and agencies, local authorities, T&C companies, etc.).  
 

We actively cooperate with the Ministry of Industry and New Technologies, MEDT and the State Committee on 
Investments and State Property Management of the Republic of Tajikistan. Using this opportunity, I would like to 
express my gratitude on behalf of the UPSD members to these state agencies for the fruitful cooperation aimed to 
develop entrepreneurship and the light industry in the country. With the SECO-ITC support, the UPSD helps SMEs to 
exhibit the Tajikistan made T&C products at international trade fairs and organizes different study tours. This is an 
invaluable opportunity to get hands-on experience and increase our organizational capacities.  
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