
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

International Trade Centre, Projects in Tajikistan 

32 Rudaki Street, apt 33. Dushanbe, 734025, Tajikistan 

Tel.: (+992 37) 2219870. Tel/Fax: (+992 37) 223 20 57 

E-Mail: itc.tajikistan@gmail.com 

Web-home: www.itctj.org; itctj.wordpress.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/itc.tajikistan 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/itctajikistan 

In the picture:  

Tamanno Nazaralieva, 24, sewer-packager at "Vahdat-Textile",  ITC 

project partner from Yovon district, Tajikistan:  

"I am here already for one year. I had to look for a job after my little 

son got sick and I needed money for his treatment. Thankfully, now this 

job allows me to take care of myself and my three years old son, to 

take him for medical examinations and buy him medicines and clothes. 

This job made me financially stable and independent". 
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Welcome note  
 
Wow, how time flies fast! We are already 
halfway through 2017!  
 

It is a great honor to report to you on what 
has been done in the second quarter of the 
year! We have carried out great joint 
activities with the Tajik Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry organizing six 
workshops for Tajik business community, 
raised management skills of our textile and 
garment companies together with the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, and connected local textile 
companies with Pakistani textile giants in 
cooperation with the USAID project. We are 
also happy to inform you that during this 
period Tajikistan made two more steps 
towards trade facilitation aligned with 
international requirements.   
 

In this issue, we also introduce to you the 
new ITC project in neighboring Afghanistan 
and explain why this project is important for 
Tajik businesses.  
 

Taking this opportunity we want to thank 
again our partners from the government 
agencies and private sector as well as the 
Government of Switzerland for their 
continued support to the Tajik exporters. 
 

And here: Hey, reader! Have you already 
liked our page in Facebook? 
 
Saidmumin Kamolov 
ITC National Programme Manager 
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The International Training Centre (ITC) and the Tajik Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (CCI) continued their joint initiative 
aimed at informing Tajikistan private sector on the country’s 
latest economic developments and activities under the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) membership.  
 

In a series of workshops, more than 100 Tajik business 
representatives were introduced to the European Union’s 
Generalised System of Preferences (GSP+) schemes and 
potential advantages certain economic sectors can gain from 
this system. They also learnt about trade-defense tools and 
instruments available under the WTO legal framework, such as 
anti-dumping, anti- subsidies and safeguards.  

 
The activities of the Tajik Government in the framework of the 
WTO commitments and initiatives to support the private 
sector were the focus of another series of workshops 
organized jointly by ITC and the CCI in April 2017. 
 
The workshop participants in Dushanbe, Khujand, and 
Qurghonteppa were also introduced to the mission and 
responsibilities of the Coordination Committee on Trade 
Facilitation (CCTF), which was established in December 2016. 
  
ITC has played a vital role in assisting the Government of 
Tajikistan to enter the WTO and continues supporting the 
country’s efforts in implementing its WTO commitments in 
the post-accession period.   

ITC organized a seminar on human resources management and business planning jointly with the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) for companies working in textile and clothing sector. The event took place on 
April 21 in Dushanbe and on May 29 in Khujand. 
 

During the seminar the importance of applying qualitative human 
resource management system and strategic business planning was 
emphasized. The event aimed to help small and medium-sized 
enterprises increase efficiency and productivity of their businesses. 
 

The trainer Dr. Rahmat Khakulov, Director of local consulting company 
“ISD Consulting”, trained participants on how to define human resource 
managers’ role and the scope of duties, as well as how to link 
effectiveness with staff motivation. He also presented the advantages of 
strategic business planning and what benefits they can gain from it, as 
well as tools to develop an effective business-plan.  
 

Shahnoza Orifova, “Maftuna” clothing company’s planning manager, 
and a participant of the seminar in Dushanbe, said: “Many 
entrepreneurs nowadays face challenges in effective management, 
product and service quality improvement, competitiveness, etc. To 
overcome these challenges we need to train companies. This training’s 
agenda and program is practical and essential for the current situation. I 
gained a lot of useful information on strategic and business planning 
from this training”. 

• April 12 on WTO 

• May 03 on GSP+ 
Dushanbe 

• April 13 on WTO 

• May 04 on GSP+ 
Qurghonteppa 

• April 14 on WTO 

• May 05 on GSP+ 
Khujand 



 

Textile sector representatives were a key part of the large 
Pakistani business delegation participating in the Pakistan-
Tajikistan Business Forum held in Dushanbe on 24-26 May 
2017. A B2B event was conducted on 25 May to connect Tajik 
textile importers and exporters with Pakistani peers.  
 

Mr. Abdullo Muhammadiev, Deputy Director of “Nafisa”, 
briefed the forum participants on Tajik T&C industry, its 
potential and investment opportunities. And after the 
Pakistani textile sector representatives presented their 
companies, the businesses were provided with the 
opportunity for business networking and negotiations.  
  

During the event, the businessmen from both countries were 
also introduced with government regulations in the 

countries, customs requirements, freight forwarding and warehousing facilities available for trade between Pakistan and 
Tajikistan, as well as other logistical issues.  
 

After the forum, a group of Pakistani businessmen visited “Vahdat-Textile”, a new yarn and socks producer in Yovon 
district, Khatlon province. Ilhom Mirzoev, the owner and 
director of “Vahdat-Textile” toured the guests through the 
company premises and showed the company products and 
the manufacturing process. Mr. Mirzoev expressed interest 
in importing dyes from Pakistan. Both sides expressed 
interest in future cooperation.  
 

Mr. Shahid Iqbal, “Dream Enterprises” General Manager, 
manufacturer and exporter of home textiles from Karachi, 
Pakistan, with markets in the United States, Canada, and 
Europe, said that it was his first visit to Tajikistan and 
through this visit hoped to get better understanding of the 
Central Asian and Russian markets. He said, upon analyzing 
findings from this visit, he will consider the possibility of 
entering the Central Asian market.   
 

In April and June 2017, Mr. Amer Zafar Durrani, ITC International Consultant on Trade Facilitation conducted two 
missions to Tajikistan.  
 

During his first mission on 4-9 April Mr. Durrani conducted several meetings with the Ministry of Economic Development 
and Trade (MEDT), private sector representatives, and international organizations to discuss issues related to the Tajik 
Coordinating Committee on Trade Facilitation (CCTF), including CCTF meetings and workplans, workplan prioritization, 
coordination of activities among different stakeholders and donor agencies, etc. He also participated in the 2nd meeting of 
CCTF, which took place on 5 April and shared his views on how to make the CCTF more viable and an effective body. 
 

During his second mission to 
Tajikistan on 19-24 June Mr. Durrani 
led two trainings for the CCTF 
members to discuss the operational 
modalities of the CCTF and the 
workplan prioritization.    
 

In the course of both missions Mr. 
Durrani also provided advisory 
support to the CCTF Secretariat on 
improving the CCTF activities.  

“The latest rapid developments indicate that the Government of Tajikistan 
has deep interest in undertaking its commitments to the TFA obligations 
and facilitating trade in general. The history and experience show that this 
process has started much slower in other countries. The broad 
participation of private sector in this process proves the Government’s 
recognition of the importance of inclusivity and transparency”. 
Amer Durrani, ITC International Consultant on Trade Facilitation 

 



 

The Advancing Afghan Trade (AAT) project is funded by the European Union and implemented by the International Trade 
Centre in close collaboration with the Ministry of Commerce and Industries (MoCI) of Afghanistan. The intervention is 
recognition of ongoing efforts by the Afghan government to use trade as a driver of economic growth, regional 
cooperation and stability. 

A main goal of the project is to support the integration of regional trade, which is seen as critical to building Afghanistan’s 
economy and to ensure economic growth in the broader Central Asia region. Such growth can only happen when 
Afghanistan is better integrated in regional and global trade.  

To that end, AAT is working with countries in the region, including Tajikistan, to better facilitate the smooth flow of trade.  

Key areas of focus include regional integration and implementation of bilateral and transit agreements; promoting 
harmonization with international conventions, agreements and standards; simplifying and harmonizing trade procedures 
and documentation; addressing obstacles  to trade – particular in key product areas and reviving business to business 
linkages.  

In this regard, while projects main focus is to support Afghanistan it will also benefit other countries in the region wishing 
to trade with Afghanistan, and amongst themselves.    

The project is thus aiming to stimulate cross-border economic cooperation, creating initiatives which might transcend the 
border and contribute to mutual economic growth and solidarity.  

Importance to Tajikistan  

In recent years Afghanistan has gradually become one of Tajikistan’s most important trade and economic partners.  

ITC has started the development of a national export strategy for Afghanistan, which will identify value chains of mutual 
interest to both countries and strategize on growth opportunities.   

In addition, trade barriers (non-tariff measures) which are affecting the optimal functioning of value chains will be 
identified and brought up at bilateral/regional inter-governmental discussions aimed at implementing trade-enabling 
reforms.  

From the trade facilitation perspective, the project will support the standardization, harmonization and simplification of 
documents and procedures for trade between both countries. Following the implementation of reforms, this will reduce 
the time and costs for exporting and importing between Afghanistan and Tajikistan.  

Regular stakeholder consultations on trade negotiation and policy issues will be held in order to identify reforms aimed at 
easing the doing of business between the two countries.  

For further information about the Advancing Afghan Trade project, please visit: http://intracen.org/AAT/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AdvancingAfghanTrade/  

http://intracen.org/AAT/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AdvancingAfghanTrade/

