
The results of the International Trade Centre’s (ITC) projects in 
Tajikistan were evaluated as successful at the Project Steering 
Committee (PSC) meeting held on 1 October, in Dushanbe. 

The project activities, achievements and challenges, as well as ITC in 
Tajikistan’s future plans were discussed at the Project Steering 
Committee (PSC) meeting.  

Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade, opened the PSC meeting. He evaluated the 
results of ITC activities in Tajikistan as successful, highlighting ITC’s 
contribution in the development of the textile and clothing sector, 
assistance to Tajikistan’s accession to the WTO and implementing the 
country’s commitments, as well as raising awareness of the public and private sectors on the WTO rules and agreements. He 
said: “We have already observed several results from Tajikistan’s accession to the WTO. WTO membership has given us a lot of 
opportunities, starting with non-discriminatory access of our products to the WTO member countries. Our entrepreneurs 
already feel a certain legal protection. Interest in our country, as a country with predictable legislation has risen, which means 
our legislation, meets WTO requirements and we have a good investment climate. The Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade highly appreciates SECO and ITC’s contributions to Tajikistan’s accession to the WTO, and implementation of our 
commitments in the post-accession period. I hope that we continue this joint effort for the benefit of our economy and our 
people”. 

Since 2012 ITC Tajikistan has provided support to the Government of Tajikistan to complete negotiations and gain WTO 
membership. It has also assisted the Tajik private sector to improve its engagement in negotiations and raise its awareness of 
WTO benefits and challenges. Mr. Armen Zargaryan, ITC’s Programme Coordinator for the Office for Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia, said, “Under its projects ITC has contributed to the improvement of the general understanding among relevant 
Government institutions and private sector stakeholders of the implications of WTO accession. ITC provided technical assistance 
for the development of the Tajikistan’s National Food Safety Strategy; establishment of the National Enquiry Points (NEPs) on  
TBT and SPS, and the National Trade Facilitation Committee. ITC conducted a study on the trade obstacles faced by Tajik 
exporters in foreign markets and also helped to bring local laws and regulations into conformity with WTO requirements”. 

The achievements and challenges of ITC’s projects in Tajikistan on strengthening the Tajik textile and clothing sector’s export 
competitiveness were also a focus of the PSC meeting. Mr. Saidmumin Kamolov, ITC Tajikistan’s National Programme Manager, 
listed some of the main outcomes under this project in 2015: “We organized participation of Tajik textile and clothing 
companies in international trade fairs in Moscow and Istanbul; organized a study tour to Singapore; conducted several 
workshops and training courses on priority subjects for local textile and clothing companies; provided assistance in developing a 
new textile and clothing industry strategy; and trained local  auditors on ISO standards”.  
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The Tajik Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) and ITC 
jointly organized three roundtables to discuss the current 
status of implementation of Tajikistan’s commitments under 
the WTO in three main cities of the country. The CCI member 
companies, exporters, business associations, representatives 
of related ministries and agencies, as well as international 
organizations gathered together in Dushanbe (04 August), 
Khujand (28 August), and Qurghonteppa (03 September) to 
learn about Tajikistan’s commitments under the WTO and 
government initiatives to support the private sector in 
acquiring trade-related information.  
 

ITC was represented by Kosim Kurbonov, National Consultant 
on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS), and Farzona 
Tilavova, National Consultant on Technical Barriers to Trade 

(TBT), who made presentation on the WTO Agreements on SPS and TBT. The ITC national consultants informed the 
round table participants about the ITC initiatives in Tajikistan aimed at meeting the requirements of the WTO 
Agreements on SPS and TBT, and the current situation with the sanitary measures and trade barriers in Tajikistan. 
The participants were also informed about the activities of the National Notification Authority (NNA) and the 
National Enquiry Points (NEPs) on TBT and SPS, which are fully operational now and are providing relevant 
information services to the stakeholders in the countryon one hand and the WTO Secretariat on the other hand.  
 

The National Service Bureau (NSB) in the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, also founded with the support of the 
of the ITC project, was presented by the NSB focal point Ms. Alfiya Rafieva. During her presentation Ms. Rafieva 
informed the participants that since its establishment in the end of 2014 the NSB has already received and 
responded to thirteen enquires from the local entrepreneurs and three enquires from foreign businessmen. 
According to her ‘’The enquires from the local entrepreneurs were related to dry fruits, pistachios, onions, raw 
materials for production of canned products, etc. Enquires from the foreign entrepreneurs were related to export of 
dry fruits, export of cables to Kazakhstan and import of food processing equipment from Russia. With our assistance 
the Tajik fruits and dry fruits are already being exported to Russia, Kyrgyzstan, and China”.  
 

By the end of the year similar events will be conducted in the regions of the country.   
 

 

A special 6-day learning course on ISO 14001:2004 
Environmental Management System (EMS) certified 
by the International Register of Certificated Auditors 
(IRCA), a division of Charted Quality Institute of UK, 
was conducted on 10-15 August in Qayroqqum town, 
Sughd province.  
 

The training aimed at preparing the participants for 
auditing of environmental management systems 
according to the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) standard 14001 requirements. 
The representatives of relevant ministries and 
agencies, textile and clothing companies, consulting 
companies and universities participated in this event.  
 

The ISO 14000 family of standards provides 
companies and organizations with practical tools to 
manage their environmental responsibilities. 
Implementation of this standard assures control and 
improvement of environmental performance of 

companies and organizations. According to the ISO 
website, so far about 300,000 certifications of ISO 
14001 are issued in 171 countries, 96 of them in 
Tajikistan in 2013.  
 

The workshop was conducted by the ITC international 
consultants Mr. Subhash Arora and Ms. Gulnara 
Jusupjanova. According to Mr. Arora, the ISO 
14001:2004 Environmental Management Systems 
specifies requirements to assist companies to 
develop and implement an environmental 
management policy and objectives, which take into 
account legal requirements to which the 
organizations subscribe and the significant 
environmental aspects.   
 

The participants who successfully passed a written 
examination will receive the certificates issued by 
German company “TUV NORD CERT CmbH”. 



Eight Tajik textile and clothing companies represented the 
country in the leading international textiles and apparel trade 
fair “Textillegprom” on 22-25 September in Moscow.  
 

For the fifth consecutive year ITC organized participation of 
companies from Tajikistan at this largest specialized industry 
event in the Russian Federation. During these five years, some 
21 companies from Tajikistan participated at this fair with the 
ITC support, most of them for the third of fourth time, bringing 
home contracts valued from several hundred up to several 
million dollars.  
 

“Textillegprom”, also called the Federal Trade Fair for Textile 
and Light Industry Goods and Equipment, is held twice a year 
and serves as a meeting place for around 2,000 trade and 
industrial companies. More than 37,000 wholesale buyers and industry experts visit the fair, where over 2,500 
companies showcase their innovative products in total display area of over 65,000 sq. m.  
 

Ms. Nargiza Abdumajidova, ITC National Programme Associate in Tajikistan, said: “The exhibition was an excellent 
opportunity for Tajik textile and clothing companies to show and promote their products to a wide range of buyers – 
sales agents, primarily wholesalers and retailers – from Russia and other countries, to establish direct business 
contacts with potential clients and to diversify their orders”.     

The trade fair consisted of eleven topic-based specialized exhibitions, which represent fabrics, clothes, knitwear, 
underwear, hosiery, goods for children, headwear, home textiles, leather accessories, leather, furs, as well as 
equipment, accessories, yarn, raw materials and supplies for textile and consumer goods industries. Tajik stands 
were based in two salons - technical textiles and raw materials, and knitwear. The Tajik delegation visited other 
salons in order to meet potential trade partners, as well as to get acquainted with new modern technologies and 
products.  

 

Tajik tailors, designers and textile industry engineers 
benefitted from a three-day training on garment 
construction held in Khujand, the second biggest city 
in Tajikistan, on September 21-23, 2015.  
 

The training aimed at providing Tajik specialists with 
occupational knowledge and skills of various 
techniques and concepts in garment construction 
that are widely used in the modern fashion industry. 
Mr. Thomas Tan, Senior Design Consultant & Trainer 
of the Academy of Fashion Professions (TaF.tc), 
Singapore, says, “We covered the general 
construction of garments, and the various seams and 
stitches utilization in different components within the 
garment. The knowledge gained at this training will 
help the participants to reduce terminated designs 
that cannot be replicated in mass production, 
eliminate misinterpretation in sampling and 

production, and improve communication in 
production specifications”. 
 

Lectures, presentations, videos, group discussions, 
case studies, quizzes, simulations and experiential 
learning were used during the course. Ms. Nigora 
Khalilova, head of the sewing workshop of LLC 
“Leader”, who participated in the training, said that, 
in addition to learning the nature, history and 
business concepts of the apparel industry, the 
training helped her to identify common functional 
and decorative stitch types with reference to the 
international and industry stitch codes. She says: 
“Now we are also able to identify various pattern 
pieces of selected basic garments, analyze and 
articulate the sewing operations process of selected 
garment areas”.   

This year the following companies from Tajikistan had the opportunity to expand their foreign export markets: 

“Maftuna”, “Nassoji Khujand”, “Nohid”, “Olim Textile”, “Ortex”, “Rahimov A.A.”, “Tenta Kulyab”, and “Vahdat”. 
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Representatives from relevant government bodies, private sector, 
business associations, universities and international organization 
gathered together on 28-29 July in Dushanbe to discuss the 
importance of trade facilitation, and to learn about the provisions 
of the WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) and Tajikistan’s 
WTO commitments on trade facilitation. 
 

The workshop was part of the joint effort of the Republic of 
Tajikistan and the ITC to establish the Tajikistan Trade Facilitation 
Committee (TTFC). The TTFC is expected to play the role of a state 
coordination body to simplify and harmonize international trade 
procedures. Establishment of this mechanism is required by the 
WTO as part of the implementation of the TFA’s provisions.  
 

Ms. Octavia Cerchez, ITC International Consultant on Trade Facilitation (TF), emphasizes that “trade facilitation, 
especially when concerning at-the-border and behind-the-border issues, requires working with and across many 
institutions (organizations/agencies) within the country, and at many different levels within these institutions. Not 
all of these institutions have complete control over their policy and institutional functions. For example, while 
Customs enforces and collects tariffs, the actual policy on tariffs is set by finance, or commerce, or economic 
planning ministries. The work of the TTFC requires building consensus between institutions that often have very 
divergent views of trading across borders. Therefore, national trade facilitation bodies are most effective if they 
have an authorizing environment such that the various institutions instrumental to facilitating trade clearly 
understand their accountability towards the trade facilitation body, and its national development agenda, which 
includes: increasing Tajikistan’s competitiveness, increasing trade led growth, creating jobs, and enhancing 
investment in the economy”. 

 

For the second time, Tajik craft producers will showcase their masterpieces at the leading international trade fair 
Ambiente in Frankfurt, which will be held on 12-16 February 2016. 
 

During a preparatory workshop held on 31 July 2015, the potential participants of the Frankfurt fair were instructed 
on how to best prepare for the fair and were provided guidance on suitable product lines.  The representatives of 
the Union of Craftsmen of Tajikistan, “Rukhom”, “Umed”, “Suman”, “Mumtoz”, “Jahonnek”, and “Sohsa Ozara” 
companies and organizations attended the workshop.  
 

During the workshop, Ms. Gabriela Byrde, ITC international consultant on handicraft product design and 
development informed the participants on market opportunities and international design trends, and showcased 
the results and lessons learnt from the participation of Tajikistan on the previous trade fair.  Ms. Byrde, who is 
assigned to assist the Tajikistan delegation in preparation for the Frankfurt fair, says, “together with the 
participants we are working on product selection and development, as well as on the assessment of companies’ 
export potential. In the workshop, the participants were given a first overview to the fair, the suitable product lines 
and how to be prepared to receive and fulfil orders.” 

 

 

 
 
 

Report on “Establishing the National Trade Facilitation Committee in Tajikistan: From Definition to Validation”  

Download in English and Russian 
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