
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

#3 (41) // July - Sep 2017 

Funded by the Swiss Government 

 

"I’ve worked here for four years and during this time I've learnt a lot. 
Before joining Vahdat-Textile, I was an amateur seamstress, but here I 
was taught how to do the job professionally. I can make up to $120 a 
month, which is a very good salary for our small town. As a single 
mother of two little daughters, now, with this job and this salary, I am 
able to take care of my children and myself, and not depend on my 
relatives". 
 
In the picture: 
Umeda Abesheva, 33, seamstress-packager at Vahdat-Textile, ITC 

project partner from Yovon district 
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The main results achieved by Tajikistan at the 2017 
Textillegprom Trade Fair in Moscow include the 
following: After preliminary agreements with 
companies from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, China, India, 
Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran, Germany, and Italy, Tajikistan 
managed to sign contracts with five Russian 
companies, one company from India and one from 
Belarus. Also, participating in the fair resulted in an 
expanded knowledge about the international and 
regional markets, their requirements, and market 
participants. Overall, the event stimulated a 
cooperative environment beneficial to all industry 
stakeholders in attendance.  
 

To date, ITC has facilitated the participation of Tajik 
companies in the Textillegprom Trade Fair nine times. 
Textillegprom is the biggest specialized industry event 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States, and is 
held Moscow. This year it was held from 29 August to 
01 September. 
 

The 2017 Tajik delegation consisted of the following companies: Hima Textile (Yovon), Lider (Khujand), Nohid 
(Istaravshan), Mehrovar (Qurghonteppa), Olim Textile (Mastchoh), Ortex (Khujand), and Vahdat Textile 
(Yovon). The Tajik companies exhibited undyed and dyed yarn, ready-made garments for men, women and 
children, including socks, underwear, sportswear, uniforms, and knitwear. 
 

Textillegprom is a unique platform to showcase and view the outputs in each step in the textile industry 
production process, everything from raw materials and equipment to finished products. The Fair serves as a 
meeting place for wholesale buyers and industry experts. Nusrat Badalov, Marketing Specialist at Mehrovar, 
said that at the Fair he met potential trade partners from Russia, and that he specifically visited salons that 
displayed products similar to Mehrovar’s: “[At the fair,] I’ve got an opportunity to see a large assortment of 
products, including different types of uniforms and other garments, and to explore cooperation possibilities 
with buyers and wholesalers from other countries. I also learnt how production similar to ours should be 
promoted”.  

The Tajik delegation visited other salons as well to meet 
potential trade partners and to see the latest technologies 
and products. The delegation was counseled and assisted  
throughout the fair by consultants from Business Consulting 
Group from Khujand and ACT Development Group from 
Dushanbe. Mr. Rustam Shodibekov, ACT Development Group 
Director shared his observations from the fair: “The Russian 
market started a gradual recovery and more companies 
producing fabrics, socks, hosiery, etc. are emerging. This is 
mainly due to the significant support from the Russian 
Government through various government programs on import 
substitution and light industry development with provisions 
for soft and preferential loans and simplified taxation. This 
may be important for our local companies considering 

cooperation with Russian producers, particularly for those who would like to establish joint ventures and to be 
registered in the Russian Federation”.     

SEVEN foreign companies from THREE STATES 
signed contracts with Tajik companies 

USD 300,000 is the total value of the signed 
contracts 

Companies from TEN countries expressed 
interest in cooperating with Tajikistan  

USD 1,850,000  is the total value of the 
preliminary agreements 

SEVEN Tajik companies participated at 
"Textillegprom - August 2017" 

NINTH participation of Tajikistan at "Textillegprom" 



    

Extending the trilateral cooperation between 
ITC and the governments of Switzerland and 
Tajikistan in promoting the Tajik textile and 
clothing is a priority in the Swiss development 
engagement in Tajikistan. The Swiss State 
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) has 
been a regular sponsor of ITC projects in 
Tajikistan. The SECO mission in Tajikistan is 
represented by Mr. Raphael Jenny, Trade 
Promotion Programme Manager.  
 

During a mission from July 07 to July 12, 
2017, Mr. Jenny visited the Tajik capital city 
of Dushanbe and the Khatlon and Sughd 

regions. On the trip, he met with the ITC partners from both the public and private sectors, toured textile and 
clothing factories, and participated in a validation meeting with the T&C stakeholders.  
 

In Dushanbe, Mr. Jenny had a meeting with Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade of Tajikistan, and the ITC project staff. At the meeting, he received detailed 
information on the project activities, achievements, challenges, and the role of the project in advancing the 
textile and clothing sector. 
 

The meeting with Mr. Anvar Yakubi, Deputy Chairman in the Sughd region, the most industrially developed 
region in Tajikistan, highlighted the importance of Tajik textiles and clothing in the country’s export sector, as 
well as in creating employment opportunities for local women.  
 

In Sughd and Khatlon provinces, Mr. Jenny, accompanied by SECO and ITC colleagues, visited textile and 
clothing companies. These included yarn and socks producers HIMA-Textile and Vahdat-Textile in Yovon and 
Olim Textile in Mastchoh, as well as the rising garment producers Ortex and Rahimov A.A. in Khujand and 
Nohid in Istaravshan. The companies demonstrated to the guests the factories’ production processes, and 
acknowledged the progress they have made as a result of cooperation with ITC. The company directors 
expressed satisfaction with the cooperation with ITC, noting the enhanced productivity, reorganized 
production process, improved quality of products and increased sales as a result of improved marketing. 
Collaborating with ITC also resulted in the Tajik textile and clothing companies entering new foreign markets 
and becoming more competitive in the regional ones, mainly by participating in international trade fairs and 
systematically expanding their knowledge of 
the textile industry. 
 

As for the ITC partner consulting companies 
in Dushanbe and Khujand, their 
representatives informed the guests how 
working with ITC improved their services and 
widened their knowledge, enabling them to 
offer a more comprehensive set of services 
to their local and regional clients.  
 

The validation meeting in Khujand on July 11 
concluded with SECO, ITC and the Tajik 
industry stakeholders summarizing the 
project activities and discussing further steps 
and priorities. 



 

ITC, in close collaboration with the United 
Nations Conference for Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), and the Ministry of 
Economic Development and Trade of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, is working to develop an 
online Trade Facilitation Portal (TFP) for 
Tajikistan. The portal will contribute to 
Tajikistan’s compliance with transparency 
provisions of the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement and allow the country to make 
trade related information easily accessible to 

business, trade support institutions, trading partners and policymakers.  

During July 03-07, 2017, ITC organized a mission of Mr. Pierre Bonthonneau, Trade Facilitation Adviser, and Mr. 
Kjartan Sorensen, International Consultant on TFP, to Tajikistan to kick-off its activities relating to the 
establishment of the Tajikistan TFP.  During the mission Mr. Bonthonneua and Mr. Sorensen met with 
representatives of relevant ministries and agencies, as well as international organizations to inform them of the 
new initiative, get their feedback and discuss possibilities for cooperation, etc.   

ITC experts also trained the selected local consultants and government officials on the portal’s content 
management and information collection methodology. 

 

It is expected that by the end of 2017 the following outcomes will be reached: 

 Tajikistan TFP will be established and available online (restricted access); 
 The TFP will include 5 product-specific step-by-step export guides for key commodities: raw cotton, 

cotton yarn, dried fruit, fresh fruit and gold products; 
 The TFP will include a repository of all institutions, laws, regulations and forms in relation with the 5 

export procedures described above. 
 

The implementation of the Trade Facilitation Portal will 
allow Tajikistan to comply with the WTO Trade 
Facilitation Agreement obligations and show its 
transparency and openness to both foreign and local 
businesses.  
 

ITC will customize the portal content and design to 
Tajikistan’s specifications, needs and resources. To 
operationalize the portal, ITC will deliver training and 
on-the-job coaching to the local team responsible for 
its management and maintenance. The system will be 
administered by the country, and the provided detailed 
operation and technical documentation will ensure the 
national ownership of the portal. 

The Trade Information Portal will allow its audience to access a wide range of trade information. Serving as 
one of the largest databases on trade statistics and business directory, the portal will provide information on 
import, export and transit procedures, forms, duties, taxes, fees and charges, rules of origin, restrictions, 
prohibitions, penalties, tariff quotas, and etc. The portal will create a platform for businesses to report trade 
obstacles for consideration of the government. 


