
 Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade: “We have already 
observed several results from Tajikistan’s accession to the WTO. WTO membership has given us many 
opportunities, including non-discriminatory access of our products to WTO member countries. Our entrepreneurs 
already feel a certain legal protection. Interest in our country, as a country with predictable legislation has risen, 
which means our legislation, meets WTO requirements and we have a good investment climate. The Ministry of 
Economic Development and Trade highly appreciates SECO and ITC’s contributions to Tajikistan’s accession to the 
WTO, and implementation of our commitments in the post-accession period. I hope that we continue this joint 
effort for the benefit of our economy and our people”. 

WTO Accession; implementation of WTO provisions and the 
country’s commitments; establishment and improvement of the 
government-business dialogue; food safety control reform; 
improving private sector awareness of the WTO. These are just 
some of the achievements of ITC’s WTO accession project in 
Tajikistan.  
 

The International Trade Centre (ITC) concludes its three year 
project on the “Implementation of WTO provisions and business 
awareness of WTO Accession” in Tajikistan. The project assisted 
Tajikistan in its negotiations and to complete accession to the 
WTO. On gaining accession the project assisted the Tajik private 
and public sectors to raise awareness on the WTO’s benefits and challenges, rules and regulations, and also 
supported the Tajik government in implementing its post-accession commitments.  

Twelve years to accession  

WTO Accession was one of the top political and 
economic priorities for the Government of Tajikistan 
since 2001, aiming to improve the overall economic, 
trade and business-related conditions, external image 
and competitiveness of the Tajik economy. In the 
framework of this project, ITC’s strategy in facilitating 
Tajikistan’s accession bid and assistance for post-
accession adjustments has been carefully designed to 
prepare the private sector to operate in this new 
trading environment. 

Knowledge is the key to the success  

Understanding the implications of WTO accession is a 
critical factor for businesses in order to make 
successful business decisions. The project’s goal was 
to increase private sector awareness in the agro 
industrial and textile sectors. This increased 
awareness meant a better understanding of the 
business implications of WTO accession and trade 
policy, and enabled engagement in the WTO 
negotiation process, so that negotiators were better 
able to advocate industries’ needs.  
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Some key results of the project:  
 

 Hundreds of representatives from the private and public sectors gained better awareness and knowledge 
of the WTO’s key principles, rules and regulations applicable specifically to Tajikistan’s main service sectors, 
as well as the benefits and challenges of WTO accession; 

 Dialogue and collaboration between the public & private sectors on trade regulatory issues were improved; 
this platform provided inputs for developing the Government's Post–WTO Accession Action Plan; 

 17 local trainers were prepared to enhance Tajikistan’s capacity to disseminate information about WTO 
agreements on SPS and TBT for the business sector;  

 The National Notification Authority for TBT and SPS (NNA) and National Enquiry Points for TBT and SPS 
(NEPs) were set up and now fully functioning are enabling Tajikistan to fulfil its obligations; 

 The National Service Bureau and the Trade Information Bureau were established at the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry to provide information services to existing and potential exporters; 

 A National Food Safety Strategy was developed to meet the growing expectations of consumers, and make 
the national food safety control system more effective and efficient; 

 Establishment of the Tajik Trade Facilitation Committee (TTFC) was initiated aiming to bring all relevant 
stakeholders together to facilitate the simplification and harmonization of international trade procedures, 
including the implementation of WTO TFA obligations.  

 Analytical papers and case studies on business implications of WTO accession were widely disseminated 
among relevant stakeholders.     

A delegation composed of managers from Tajik textile and clothing companies, representatives of the Ministry of 
Industry and New Technologies and the Technological University of Tajikistan had a productive week-long study 
tour to India from 10 to 17 October 204.  

The delegation gained knowledge and ideas from a dynamic 
programme of meetings, talks, visits, and negotiations with 
different segments of the textile industry in India, one of the 
world’s leading fashion and clothing manufacturers. The delegation 
visited the Northern India Textile Research Association (NITRA) and 
the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), and a training 
centre for sector specialists in Ghaziabad, participated in the 
TEXCON Conference, and familiarized themselves with garment 
manufacturers, such as MI Industries and Colorant, and textile 
machinery producers, such as Himson Group.  
 

Among the main accomplishments achieved during this visit was 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on academic 

cooperation between the National Institute of Fashion Technology and the Technological University of Tajikistan, 
which serves as a basis for the creation of a training centre for textile and clothing industry specialists in Dushanbe.  
 

Mr. Abdullo Muhammadiev, Deputy Chairman of the Tajik Light Industry Association: “We discussed the possibility 
of scientific and business-to-business cooperation. I believe that gaining experience and knowledge from the 
growing and well-known Indian market, which is also close to us culturally, will have a great impact on the 
development of our domestic textile and clothing industry”. 

The top local radio station “Vatan” continued its series with ten new episodes on the benefits and challenges of 
Tajikistan’s WTO membership in its morning and evening prime time programmes in December 2015. 
 

The special series of radio programmes, entitled “International Trade” 
aired in Tajik, were prepared by the famous Tajik radio journalist Subhon 
Jalilov They involved ITC consultants, officials from the Ministry of 
Economic Development and Trade, independent experts and scholars, as 
well as the general public.  
 

Each 8-10 minute program covered different topics related to Tajikistan’s post WTO accession period. The radio 
series were also posted on ITC Tajikistan’s website, Facebook page, and SoundCloud channel.  
 

Click here to listen to these 
radio programmes 

 

http://itctj.org/multimedia-new/implementation-of-wto-provisions-and-business-awareness-of-wto-accession/


 
For the first time, Tajik textile and clothing companies 
visited one of the world’s largest integrated textile 
and garment manufacturing technology fairs, ITMA 
(www.itma.com), which was conducted from 12 to 19 
November 2015 in the world’s fashion center, Milan, 
Italy.  
 

The following companies from Tajikistan participated 
in this leading one-week long international fair: 
“Maftuna”, “Nassoji Khujand”, “Nohid”, “Olim 
Textile”, “Ortex”, “Spitamen Textile”, and “Vahdat”.  
 

ITMA provides an established global platform for over 
1,500 exhibitors, from more than 40 countries, to 
showcase their technologies to garment 
manufacturers from more than 140 countries. ITMA 
helps to connect companies looking for partnerships 
and provides cooperation prospects across the whole 
sector.  
 

Apart from offering innovative and sustainable 
manufacturing technologies, the fair also hosted 
different forums and conferences related to the 
textile and clothing industry, such as the 2nd World 
Textile Summit and the Digital Textile Conference. 
 

 
A delegation from Tajikistan comprised of several 
public and private sector members of the National 
Trade Facilitation Committee (NTFC), visited Malaysia 
from 30 November to 4 December 2015.  
 

Mr. Giles Chappell from ITC Geneva’s, the Trade 
Facilitation and Policy for Business section, stated: 
“The Tajik delegation became acquainted with the 
Malaysian experience in running the single window 
and the activities of the Malaysian enquiry points, 
met with the leaders of several key agencies, such as 
the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, the 
Federation of the Malaysian Manufacturers, the 
Malaysian External Trade Development Corporation, 
the Royal Malaysian Customs Department, and the 
Customs and Immigration Quarantine Complex in 
Johor. During these meetings, special attention was 
given to institutionalized cooperation and 
coordination of activities between different actors of 
trade facilitation in Malaysia. The Tajiks were also 
introduced to the use of e-payment, advance rulings 
and work with authorized operators, and visited 
Malaysian ports and border points with Singapore”.  
 

 

Tajik exporters, importers, and producers learnt how to profit from the WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement during 
two special workshops held in Dushanbe (10 November) and Khujand (12 November). 
 

Ms. Octavia Cerchez, ITC International Consultant on Trade Facilitation (TF) said: “The workshop participants learnt 
about opportunities for importers, exporters and other private sector stakeholders; gained an understanding of the 
main provisions of the TFA; learnt about the measures Tajikistan has committed to and their status of 
implementation; and exchanged views on how business can ensure that in designing and implementing new 
programmes the government will take into account the needs and constraints of the private sector”.    
 

The purpose of the WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement is to expedite the movement, release and clearance of 
goods, including goods in transit. Implementation of this Agreement in Tajikistan will help to make business 
processes more efficient and transparent and will reduce border inefficiencies, and the resulting costs. 
Tajikistan ratified the WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) on 6 May 2015.  
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Tajik tailors, designers, and garment industry managers benefitted from a three-day training course on apparel 
costing held in Dushanbe on from 29 to 31 October 2015.  
 

The course aimed to provide Tajik specialists with occupational knowledge and skills of various techniques and 
concepts in material and apparel costings that are widely used in the modern fashion industry.  
 

Ms. Choong Lai Ean, ITC international consultant: “We covered fabric costing, fabric consumption calculation and 
apparel costing. This fundamental knowledge will enable the entrepreneur, designer, merchandiser or marketing 
personnel to compute cost based on a given sketch or sample. Awareness of the costs of the various components 
enables a designer to estimate the commercial viability of his/her design, and allows a merchandiser to be a more 
effective negotiator with suppliers or manufacturers. Having this knowledge, a product development executive can 
apply various alternatives to fulfill the design/collection; and marketing personnel will be able to provide on the spot 
quotations”. 

Some 65% of the Lead Auditor Course (LAC) on ISO 14001:2004 
Environmental Management System (EMS) participants conducted 
in August in Tajikistan successfully passed their written exam and 
received certificates issued by TUV Nord Cert GmbH, Germany. 
 

In total, 20 Tajikistan nationals participated in this six-day course 
certified by the International Registry of Certified Auditors (IRCA). 
The certificates enable participants to fulfill one of the 
requirements of obtaining certification/registration as 
Auditor/Lead Auditor with the IRCA.  
 

Here is the list of certified auditors, who can provide auditing 
services on ISO 14001:2004 EMS to companies in Tajikistan and 
Central Asia: Abdulmumin Sultonov, Abdusattor Abdurazakov, 

Farhod Bobokalonov, Farzona Tilavova, Malika Makhkamova, Malohat Yuldasheva, Mansur Safarzoda, Mavzuna 
Kamarova, Mirzoravshan Qobilov, Nemat Mahmudov, Safarali Ashuraliev, Salohiddin Davlatov, Umeda Nabieva. 
Feel free to contact ITC Tajikistan for the contact details of these certified auditors.   
 

The remaining seven participants received certification of course attendance.   

 

The ITC project continues its support of the Union of Craftsmen of Tajikistan, and the Tajik companies, “Rukhom”, 
“Jahonnek”, and “Armughon” to prepare for participation in the international trade fair “Ambiente”, which will be 
held from 12 to 16 February 2016 in Frankfurt, Germany. Tajikistan will send some of its handicrafts to this leading 
European fair for the second time.    
 

Ms. Gabriela Byrde, ITC international consultant on handicraft product design and development, visited Tajikistan 
from 24 to 28 November 2015 to individually coach the selected handicraft companies and organizations for the 
Ambiente trade fair. During her mission, Ms. Byrde reviewed product samples and collections and other marketing 
materials and tools for the fair prepared by the companies, and provided guidance and recommendations on 
improving product samples.   
 

The fair participation costs and export logistics was the focus of another ITC international mission to Tajikistan. Mr. 
Alfons Eiligmann, ITC international consultant on handicraft market development and trade fair participation, 
visited Tajikistan from 06 to 12 December 2015 to assist Ambiente participants further with logistics and marketing.   
 

A half-day workshop on booth layout and product display for the participants was also conducted on 26 November 
2015 in Dushanbe. 
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