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Tajikistan is one of the five countries, together with Kyrgyzstan, Egypt, Morocco, and Tunisia, selected to be
part of the new Global Textiles and Clothing programme (GTEX), financed by the Government of Switzerland
and impmemented by International Tarde Centre (ITC). The new four-year program (2018-2021), aims to
boost textile and clothing exports from Tajikistan to stimulate employment and income generation along the
textile and clothing value chain.
The project will assist Tajik trade support institutions to improve and sustain their operational and
managerial capacities further to offer a wider range of quality services to SMEs in the textile and clothing
sector. Building upon the achievements of previous ITC interventions in the T&C sector in Tajikistan the
project will continue to support selected SMEs by connecting them to markets and value chains.
Academia and vocational
training institutes will be
linked more sustainably to the
industry by developing a
closer partnership with T&C
enterprises. Working closely
with local enterprises, the
programme
will
build
capacities of enterprises to
adhere to and comply with
identified
market
requirements.
Under
its
global
componentthe
programme
will support enterprises to learn from best practices globally and among the five beneficiary countries.

Participants of a roundtable
on textile and clothing
sector of Tajikistan adopted
a joint statement sent by
the Union of Private Sector
Development (UPSD) to the
Government of Tajikistan.
The document contains
specific
proposals
and
recommendations
on
improving
the
sector
situation and its future
development.

The document was the main outcome of a
roundtable on textile and clothing sector
organized in Dushanbe on 10 October 2017. The
event gathered representatives of the textile and
clothing companies, trade and business
associations, consulting companies, relevant
ministries and agencies, and international
organizations together to discuss development
issues of the textile and clothing sector in the
country.
The event was organized in the framework of the
Entrepreneurship Week and initiated by the
UPSD with the ITC assistance. Ms. Demenge
Corinne, Deputy Country Director of the Swiss Cooperation Office in Tajikistan, Ms. Nigina Anvari, Deputy
Chairman of the State Committee on Investments and State Property Management, Ms. Gulru Jabborzoda,
Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, and Mr. Rustam Jabborzoda, Deputy Chairman of Tax
Committee participated in the event, made opening remarks, and answered questions raised by the
participants during the event.
Representatives of textile and clothing companies shared their views on key obstacles and challenges faced
by the private sector and provided their proposals and recommendations on improving the sector situation
and its future development.
UPSD is an umbrella organization, which includes 20 business and sectoral associations in different areas
(support of entrepreneurship, construction, agriculture, banking, tourism, pharmacy, etc). In 2016 the UPSD
created a textile and clothing group in order to consolidate the stakeholders’ efforts, lobby their interests,
and ensure “a single voice” in dialogue with the Government bodies and the donor community.
Some key messages of the event were also highlighted by Mr. Fayzali Rajabov, Chairman of UPSD, during his
speech at the annual meeting of the President of Tajikistan H.E. Emomali Rahmon with the entrepreneurs
and investors held on 14 October 2017 in Dushanbe.

Online Trade Facilitation Portal (TFP) for the Republic
of Tajikistan is being developed by ITC. Once officially
launched in the first half of 2018, it will be available
online in English, Russian, and Tajik.

Mr. Pierre Bonthonneau, ITC Trade Facilitation Adviser (left)
meeting Mr. Zavqi Zavqizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic
Development and Trade of Tajikistan (right)

Building upon one of the largest databases on trade
statistics and business directory, the Trade
Information Portal will provide information on import,
export and transit procedures, forms, duties, taxes,
fees and charges, rules of origin, restrictions,
prohibitions, penalties, tariff quotas, and etc. The
portal creates a platform for businesses to report
trade obstacles for consideration of the government.

Currently, the TFP includes 5 product-specific step-by-step export guides for key commodities: raw cotton,
cotton yarn, dried fruits, fresh fruits and vegetables, and gold products, as well as it includes a repository of all
institutions, laws, regulations and forms in relation with the 5 export procedures described above. However,
it’s expected that under the new GTEX program the TFP scope of products coverage, information and
functionalities will be enhanced significantly.
The implementation of the Trade Facilitation Portal will allow Tajikistan to comply with the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement obligations and show its transparency and openness to both foreign and local
businesses.
During his visit to Tajikistan conducted from 11 to 13 December 2017, Mr. Pierre Bonthonneau, ITC Trade
Facilitation Adviser, met with Tajik officials and development partners and informed them about the current
status of the Tajik Trade Information Portal, discussed about the Coordination Committee on Trade Facilitation
(CCTF) and its activities and challenges, as well as considered areas of joint cooperation in 2018.

The implementation of the Trade Facilitation Portal will allow Tajikistan to comply with the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement obligations and show its transparency and openness to both foreign and local
businesses.

ITC project facilitated the visit of the representative of Belgian ''Picanol'' company, one of the world's leading
weaving machine manufacturers, to Tajikistan.
Mr. Valentin Tsyklaury visited Tajik textile companies in Khatlon and Sughd provinces from 06 to 10 November
2017. “Picanol” is the world leader in manufacturing weaving machines and currently produces around 10,000
weaving machines a year, delivered in over 120 countries.
During his visits to the Tajik companies, Mr. Tsyklaury discussed the possibility of cooperation between
“Picanol” and Tajik textile manufactures, and distributed company catalogues among the project partner
companies and universities.
This visit was very timely, since most of the weaving companies in Tajikistan use outdated equipment and
technology, coming from the Soviet era, and need upgrades in order to produce high quality and internationally
competitive fabric.

