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  Information Bulletin #4 (October – December 2010) 
 

1. Discovering Silk Road Anew 
Impressions 

from sourcing 
mission to China 

A delegation of Tajik textile and clothing sector representatives visited China on 17-23 October 

under the Trade Promotion Program in Tajikistan.  
 

During the sourcing mission to China, the 

Tajik delegation visited one of the leading 

international trade fairs for the textile 

industry – Intertextile Shanghai Apparel 

Fabrics 2010; participated in the suppliers 

and buyers meeting in Keqiao China Textile 

City (CTC); and also visited the fabrics and 

accessories wholesale markets. 
 

The objectives of the mission were to source 

the needed apparel fabrics and textile 

products, to provide the companies with 

exposure to international markets and 

opportunities to meet potential suppliers as 

well as get acquainted with design trends 

dominating and determining the business of the global textiles and clothing industry. Most 

importantly, the companies had the opportunity to establish business contacts and start sourcing 

materials more competitively. 

 

The ITC team guided the Tajik delegation during the whole mission. Throughout the visits, the 

companies  were exposed to the latest apparel fabrics and textile related products, from luxurious 

fabrics in cashmere, mohair, silks and wool to functional fabrics in cotton, linen, denim; fibers & 

yarns, embroidery and lace, modern accessories ranging from buttons and zips, design and styling 

products, etc.  
 

On November 3 and 11 two post-China 

mission meetings  were held in Khujand and 

Dushanbe, during which the participants 

made presentations about their trip and 

shared  impressions with representatives of 

other Tajik textile and clothing companies, 

and professors and students from the 

Technological University of Tajikistan.  
 

The participants emphasized that visiting 

China was very fruitful and beneficial for 

their businesses and expressed their 

gratitude to ITC for the well-organized trip 

and also the preparatory works before the 

trip.  

“The obtained 

information about the 

worldwide development 

trends in the areas of 

the textiles, garments 

and accessories is very 

important for the 

Government and our 

ministry to design the 

sector’s policy related to 

development of the light 

industry in Tajikistan. 

My high appreciation to 

all organizers of this 

mission.” Dilshod 

Rasulov, Head of 

Light Industry 

Department, 

Ministry of Energy 

& Industry 
 

“I am very lucky that I 

have established 

contacts with Chinese 

manufacturers for our 

future production of 

garments. I was also 

lucky to find the needed 

equipment and devices 

for our laboratory.”  

Mirzokodir 

Bakoev, General 

Director of 

“Spitamen 

Textiles” 

 “I have very good 

impressions from 

visiting Intertextile 

Shanghai 2010. I have 

collected a lot of 

materials and 

information, which will 

be very useful for my 

University and 

students.” Davlatyor 

Sheraliev, Senior 

Teacher, 

Technological 

University of 

Tajikistan 

 TRADE PROMOTION PROGRAMME IN TAJIKISTAN 
 

China is today the largest manufacturer & exporter of textile & clothing in the world. Keqiao in Shaoxing 

county has the largest garment textile, accessories and home textiles center in Asia—China Textile City 

(CTC). Covering a market area of nearly 3 million square meters, CTC makes transactions of more than 

30,000 kinds of fabric, with daily customer flow of over 100,000 visitors. Goods here are sold to 187 

countries and regions. The 16th edition of Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics fair is considered as one 

of the world’s largest international business platform for industry players worldwide and about 2,500 

suppliers from China, India, Indonesia, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Thailand, Turkey, Taiwan – in 

total over 20 countries worldwide, including international recognized brands and associations offer their 

product range. It also should be noted that at present China is considered as a major sourcing country for 

Tajik T&C companies and such a sourcing mission to China was requested by a number companies on 

several occasions. 



The 1st meeting of the newly-established Working Group on 

the Transparency Provisions in the WTO Agreements on 

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) was held in Dushanbe on 

November 9.    
 

The establishment of the Working Group on SPS and TBT and 

its 1st meeting were supported by the International Trade Centre 

(ITC) under the Trade Promotion Programme in Tajikistan in 

close cooperation with the Ministry of Economic Development 

and Trade of Tajikistan (MEDT). Representatives from relevant 

ministries and state agencies, international organizations and 

private sector participated in the meeting. 
 

Mr. Shyam Kumar Gujadhur, ITC Senior Adviser on Standards 

and Quality Management, and Mr. Digby Gascoine, 

International Consultant on SPS, discussed with the participants 

about information retrieval and dissemination in the framework of the WTO Agreements on SPS & TBT. Terms of 

reference of the Working Group on TBT and SPS and modalities for its functioning were also discussed in the meeting.  
 

Chairman of the meeting Mr. Saidrahmon Nazriev, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade emphasized 

that MEDT undertakes the establishment of the Working Group to facilitate Tajikistan’s accession to WTO, with the 

assistance of the Trade Promotion Project. 
 

Mr. Shyam Kumar Gujadhur, ITC Senior Adviser on Standards and Quality Management, mentioned the importance of 

the Working Group and noted: “There is a need to improve 

understanding of the obligations in the transparency provisions of 

the WTO Agreements on TBT and SPS and the benefits that could 

be derived from them for market access. There is a need to evaluate 

the assignment of roles and responsibilities between the various 

agencies of the Government of Tajikistan that are engaged in the 

SPS area (food safety and animal and plant health).” 
 

During their mission to Tajikistan ITC experts also met with 

the officials from the relevant ministries, state agencies and 

international organizations, as well as visited the Sanitary 

Control Point in Tursunzoda district. According to Mr. Digby 

Gascoine, ITC expert on SPS and TBT, it is planned to initiate 

a study which analyses, inter alia, options to rationalize the 

responsibilities of different agencies in the SPS area in order 

to minimize duplication and improve the efficiency of SPS 

program implementation; and provide assistance for making 

the NNA and NEPs for TBT and SPS operational.  
  

2. One More Step Towards Accession of Tajikistan to WTO   

3. Project Outcomes and Future Plans Were Discussed  

The status of implementation of the Trade Promotion Program in Tajikistan, Phase III was discussed in the 2nd Project 

Steering Committee (PSC) meeting on December 7 in Dushanbe. 
 

The PSC was established for supporting the Project activities; ensuring transparency in its implementation; ensuring that 

the Project’s outputs respond to the country’s priorities, etc. The PSC consists of representatives of relevant ministries 

and state agencies, SECO, ITC and private sector.  
 

Mr. Dilshod Rasulov, Head of Light Industry Department, Ministry of Energy and Industry of Tajikistan, who chaired the 

meeting, said that the Committee plays an important role for effective and transparent implementation of the project 

activities. Mr. Rasulov also highly praised the Project achievements, highlighting its contribution in the development of 

the textile and clothing sector of Tajikistan.   

The establishment of Working Group on TBT and SPS was 

widely covered by the international and local media 

Mr. Gujadhur informed the participants of the meeting about 

the necessary steps regarding WTO Agreements on TBT and 

SPS 



Ms. Anna Schwarz, representing the donor agency-SECO, evaluated 

the current status of Project implementation as successful. Ms. 

Schwarz brought examples from the Project activity outcomes, 

mentioning the preparation of the Export Development Strategy for 

the textile and clothing sector of Tajikistan; visits to international 

trade fairs in Paris and Shanghai for Tajik textile and clothing 

enterprises; the study on Russian textile and clothing market; 

assistance provided to Tajikstandard’s food testing laboratories in 

Dushanbe and Khujand in their international accreditation according 

to ISO/IEC 17025, etc.  
 

According to Ms. Farzona Tilavova from “Kamolot-1”consulting 

company, collaboration with ITC project contributed in 

establishment of their company, which specializes in training and implementation of ISO standards. This is the first 

company in Tajikistan, which provides such services.  
 

The Project plans for the next year were also discussed in the 

meeting.   
 

4. Our Partners: Young & Active Company – Young & Active Owner 

We continue introducing our partner companies by sharing information on their activities, achievements, and future 

plans. Our current guest is “Leader LTD”. 
  

“The first consignment of the packaging materials which I purchased 

during the visit to Shanghai is already shipped to Tajikistan. The 

advance payment in the amount of 30% was made during signing the 

contract in China.” 
 

Mr. Saidamon Isomaddinov, General Director of “Leader” LTD, 

former “Sultonov” private enterprise, Khujand, is one of the 

first from the Tajiki delegation that recently visited China, who 

has started benefiting from the mission - establishing business 

contacts, signing a contract and purchasing the needed fabrics 

and accessories. According to Mr. Isomaddinov, “the sourcing 

mission to China has opened a new window of opportunities for our 

company. I discovered new fabrics, about which I didn’t know before, 

but we can use them in our production. I also found those fabrics, 

which we previously bought more expensively. ” 
 

“Leader” is a branch of “Amid” group companies and one of the youngest (as is its 38 years old owner and General 

Director) textile companies of Tajikistan. Clothing is the first business of the company, which started its dyeing and 

finishing unit in 1992. Compared to other textile and clothing companies, “Leader” was built from zero and had no 

heritage from Soviet factories. The company now has its official web-site: www.amidgroup.tj. The young and pro-active 

general director of the company has involved young women and men in the management of his company and employs 

up to 40 people.  
 

Currently, the main products of the “Leader” are sportswear such as karate, taekwondo kimono, judo, sambo and other 

kind of single combats sportswear, and uniforms for construction and other workers. The company currently produces 

about 7.000 pieces of sportswear per month, depending on the orders. Majority of products are exported to Russia. The 

company has been exporting sportswear to Russia already several years, but would like to increase its export volume. 

The main purposes of PSC are: 
 

 To ensure transparency in the way that project activities are planned 
and implemented; 

 To ensure that the project’s outputs respond to the country’s 
priorities throughout the entire project lifetime; 

 To ensure that the overall conclusions drawn from the project 
progress report are reflected in the work plan for the project 
following stages. 

 

"Leader" LTD was the first Tajik company, which signed a 

contract during the sourcing mission to China 

http://www.amidgroup.tj/


According to Mr. Isomaddinov the company needs to develop a brand identity to 

be competitive in foreign markets. Mr. Isomaddinov has  requested the assistance of 

ITC consultants to address the issue.  
 

The owner of “Leader” highly appreciates the collaboration with ITC project and 

actively participates in ITC events. He has praised  ITC assistance in quality 

management and product design, and in addition has suggested ITC to organize 

visits of marketing experts to teach the local companies how to enter and position in 

foreign markets. 
 

Mr. Isomaddinov acknowledges the problems his company faces and plans to 

renew the dyeing unit and the old weaving machines.  Among other plans of the 

“Leader” management for the next year are participation and exhibition of their 

products in trade fairs in Russia, their main market.  

5. Trade Promotion Program in the mirror of media 

The activity of ITC Trade Promotion Program in Tajikistan is among the main stories of the latest issue of Tajikistan 

leading women journal – “Bonuvoni Tojikiston” (Women of Tajikistan), a government-sponsored coloured monthly 

journal with circulation of about 9.000.  The journal introduces ITC Project and its achievements to its readers, praising its 

role and contribution  in developing the textile and clothing sector of the country. The article pays special attention to the 

importance of the sector in women’s life, as most of the sector employees are women.  
 

ITC Trade Promotion Program in Tajikistan has been one of the most story-making international organisations working 

in Tajikistan for the last four years. In 2010 the ITC Project events were widely covered by international and local media 

in Tajiki, English and Russian. Most visited web-site of Tajikistan – Ozodi.tj (the official web-site of Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty’s Tajik Service) often included ITC Project news into its top-stories. Leading news agency of 

Tajikistan – “Asia-Plus”, governmental news agency – “Khovar”, famous independent news agency “Avesta” alongside 

with international news agencies, like “Central Asia News” and “Times of Central Asia” also frequently included ITC 

Project news into their news bulletins and posted them on their web-sites. The audience of state TV stations – “Shabakai 

Avval”, “Jahonnamo” and Bishkek-based regional “K+” were also aware of our events. Local FM radios – “Imruz” and 

“Vatan”, local top newspapers – “Imruz News”, “Millat”, “Tajikistan Times”, “Javononi Tojikiston”, “Paikon”, 

“Ozodagon”, “Digest Press”, “Tojikiston”, “Charkhi Gardun”, “Pazhvok”, “Oila”, “Istiklol”, etc. were in the list of media 

covering our events.  
 

ITC Trade Promotion Program in Tajikistan highly appreciates the attention of the local media to its activities. We value 

the interest of media in our project and  express our sincere gratitude for their support in promoting the diversification 

exports in Tajikistan and helping the economy of Tajikistan to recover.  
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