
After more than 11 years of negotiations 

Tajikistan became the 159th member of 

the World Trade Organization. This his-

toric event for the Republic of Tajikistan 

was announced on  02 March 2013. 

The Swiss State Secretariat for Economic 

Affairs (SECO) and the International 

Trade Center (ITC) congratulate the Re-

public of Tajikistan on its official accession 

to the WTO, and affirm their commitment 

to continue supporting the country in the 

post-accession period.  

The Director of Swiss Cooperation in Ta-

jikistan, Mr. Peter Mikula noted: 

“Tajikistan’s accession to the WTO has only 

been possible thanks to the strong political will 

and commitment demonstrated by the Presi-

dent and the Tajik Government. SECO is 

grateful to its main counterpart, the Ministry 

of Economic Development and Trade of Tajiki-

stan, for the tremendous work performed since 

2001. We sincerely congratulate H.E. Mr. 

Minister Sharif Rahimzoda, Mr. Deputy Min-

ister Saidrahmon Nazriev, the WTO division 

team of the Ministry as well as the team of 

professional negotiators without whom WTO 

accession could have been impossible to reach.”  

Switzerland remains committed to work-

ing with the Republic of Tajikistan by 

providing assistance for the implementa-

tion of WTO provisions. In the years to 

come Switzerland will continue its assis-

tance in Tajikistan in the field of imple-

mentation of WTO provisions (services, 

technical barriers to trade (TBT) and sani-

tary and phytosanitary measures (SPS)) 

and in the area of intellectual property 

rights related to trade (TRIPS), textile and 

clothing industry and other issues regard-

ing the post accession process. 

Switzerland has supported the Republic of 

Tajikistan throughout the entire accession 

process with focused trade-related tech-

nical assistance. This, in particular, includ-

ed a number of infrastructure projects, 

private sector development programs, aid 

in the financial sector and trade promo-

tion projects.   

Mr. Saidrahmon Nazriev, Deputy Minis-

ter of Economic Development and Trade 

says: “From the very beginning of Tajikistan’s 

application process, SECO has been an instru-

mental and valued partner in supporting the 

necessary internal reforms and facilitating our 

capacity to negotiate for accession under favor-

able economic terms. And now, when Tajiki-

stan has become a fully-fledged member of the 

WTO, our key task is to prepare the Govern-

ment Road Map for the WTO Post Accession 

period (the next 4-5 years), which will enable 

the relevant ministries and agencies, as well as 

the private sector to benefit from the opportu-

nities and overcome the challenges that WTO 

membership has in store. The Road Map will 

be drafted in the upcoming months and shared 

with all line ministries, agencies and develop-

ment partners for comments and discussion. 

In light of this, we would like to express our 

gratitude to the Government of Switzerland 

and other donor partners for their consent and 

readiness to support us in developing and im-

plementing the Road Map”. 

I n t e r na t i ona l  T ra d e  C e n t r e ,  P r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  R e p u bl i c  o f  T a j i k i s ta n  

F u n d e d b y  th e  S ta t e  S e c r e ta r i a t  f o r  E c on omi c  A f fa i r s  o f  t h e  Sw i tz e r l a nd  ( S EC O )  

Key dates of 

Tajikistan’s 

Accession pro-

cess: 

 29/05/2001 

 Tajikistan officially 

submitted its appli-

cation for WTO 

membership 

  

 18/07/2001  

 The Working 

Group on Tajiki-

stan’s accession was 

established 

  

 20/09/2012 

 The last bilateral 

protocol was signed 

with the European 

Union 

  

 26/10/2012 

 The Working 

Group adopted the 

accession package 

  

 11/12/2012   

The WTO General 

Counsel approved 

Tajikistan’s mem-

bership to the WTO 

  

 09/01/2013   

The Parliament of 

Tajikistan ratified 

the agreement on 

the country’s acces-

sion to the WTO 

  

 31/01/2013 

 Tajikistan officially 

informed the WTO 

of the ratification of 

the agreement 

  

 02/03/2013   

Tajikistan became 

the 159th member 

of the WTO 

SECO AND ITC CONGRATULATE TAJIKISTAN ON ITS OFFICIAL ACCESSION TO WTO 
AND WILL CONTINUE SUPPORTING THE COUNTRY IN THE POST WTO ACCESSION 

PERIOD 

Information BulletinInformation Bulletin  

ITC Tajikistan ITC Tajikistan   

Issue # 1 (21) 

January-March 2013 



A Tajikistan company has been recog-

nized for its excellence in consulting 

for the second consecutive year. Con-

sulting company Kamolot-1, which is a 

partner of the Trade Promotion Pro-

gramme of the International Trade 

Centre (ITC) in Tajikistan and is run by 

ITC national consultants, has been 

awarded the Gabriel Al-Salem Interna-

tional Award for Excellence in Con-

sulting. The award, which the compa-

ny also received in 2012, helps pro-

mote professional standards and ethics 

in management consulting, and pro-

motes overall economic growth in par-

ticipating countries.  

Kamolot-1 assists enterprises and or-

ganizations in the use of modern man-

agement methods adapted to the stra-

tegic goals and characteristics of its 

customers.  

The company is one of the country’s 

leaders in the consulting market in 

assisting Tajik enterprises in imple-

menting ISO standards. Its staff was 

trained under the ITC Trade Promo-

tion Programme in Tajiki-

stan, with a focus on activi-

ties related to ISO standards 

implementation and certifi-

cation.  

Kamolot-1 closely collabo-

rates with the governmental 

agencies, which work in the 

area of awareness building 

among the private sector on 

the importance of meeting 

international standards. Its 

clients include telecommunication and 

transport service providers, heavy and 

light industry giants, food processing 

companies, restaurants and hotels.  

Farzona Tilavova, Founder and Head 

of Kamolot-1 and an ITC National 

Consultant on technical barriers to 

trade (TBT), said:  

“The awards allow me to feel more 

confident in my business activities and 

to realize that my team is on the right 

track. Local businesses need to be 

taught how they can grow in provid-

ing services and exporting products. 

They should believe that problems with 

weak infrastructure and logistics, nar-

row range, lack of or low demand, lan-

guage barriers and many other chal-

lenges are all solvable. Consulting 

companies can play a key role in 

bringing this belief into the hearts of 

Tajik businesses.”   

Several international organizations 

operate in the Central Asian region 

supporting local Business Service Pro-

viders (BSPs). ITC is one of the active 

players in this field and, since 2001, 

has implemented a number of trade-

related assistance projects in Tajikistan. 

Capacity building and strengthening 

capacities of local BSPs and consulting 

companies are an integral part of all 

ITC projects in the country. Said-

mumin Kamolov, ITC Project Manager 

in Tajikistan, said: “We believe that hav-

ing a local consultancy gives Tajik compa-

nies easier and affordable access to expand 

into the next level of their businesses. Im-

proving access to business services is cru-

cial for supporting the growth of small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 

Strengthening the ability of local consult-

ants to deliver services will offer opportu-

nities for SMEs to improve the value of 

their own products and services. The use of 

local service providers also ensures sus-

tainability once the project ends”. 

www.kamolot1.tj   
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NOW, WE ARE IN  

“KAMOLOT-1” EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

The International Trade Centre 

(ITC) is a joint agency of the World 

Trade Organization and the United 

Nations.  

ITC projects in Tajikistan are 

funded by the State Secretariat 

for Economic Affairs of the 

Switzerland (SECO)  
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